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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
hama [Mr. Hovsren] is entitled to the fioor. 

~ Mr, HOUSTON. {am in a very peculiarly 
harrassing pesition, either in speaking upon 
‘a matters before the committee, or upon the 
a question that will occupy the time allotted 
., me; but I do not feel myself at liberty to resist 
a ynlication that seems to come from ail parts 
of the House to allow the gentleman to make the 
notion that the committee rise. — It appears to 
wa however, that when wedo get into the House, 
we will be in the precise condition that we are 
see We cannot reconsider the vote. ; 

“Mr. BISSELL. 1 move that the committee 
a” ORR. There is no necessity for going into 
the House, for the resolution cannot be reached 


the 
\ 


there 
"Tellers were demanded and ordered. _ 

Mr. BISSELL then withdrew his motion that 
the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
bama will proceed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I intend to 

occupy the portion of time to which I am entitled 
in endeavoring to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the issues that legitimately and properly 
grow out of the bill upon which we shall shortly 
be culled to vote, and, if possible, present the sub- 
iect free from all extraneous matters and influen- 
‘ces. The circumstances which have just trans- 
nired have placed me in a position peculiarly em- 
harrassing—the debate having wandered entirely 
from the question before the committee, and as- 
sumed a personal character. Such discussions 
being always exciting, command attention, while 
a debate which is pertinent to the question does 
not. Another cause of embarrassment proceeds 
from the fact that there was such an evident dispo- 
sition fur the speaker [Mr. Ranrovut] to proceed, 
when it was not in my power, nor was it in the 
power of the committee or of the House, if we had 
gone there, to have authorized him to do so. The 
committee itself must see that there was no other 
course left for me to pursue than the one I adopted. 
I was appealed to for a portion of my time—time 
granted to me under the rules of the House for 
the purpose of closing this debate, and which I feel 
bound to devote, or such portion of itas | may oc- 
cupy, toa discussion of the bill and amendments 
beforeus. The usageof this body gives me—be- 
cause of the position I occupy on one of the com- 
mittees of the House—to some extent beyond 
what | might otherwise have, a general direction 
or charge of some of the most important bills that 
will come before the House for action; and I feel, 
therefore, a responsibility that forbids my yielding 
unnecessarily to a debate not upon the bill or prop- 
osition before us. The debate to which I was 
called to yield was not germane to the question be- 
fore the committee, and if I had yielded to it, 1 
would not only have abused the trust committed to 
my hands under a rule of the House, by making 
important legislation secondary to mere personal 
and party strife, but I would also have set a prece- 
dent which would necessarily have embarrassed me 
hereafter. Had I granted that request, | would 
soon have been called to grant a like one to the 
other side, or to alikecontest between other mem- 
bers. And how could I justify myself in a refusal? 
Where could I have stopped ? 

Mr. Chairman, it is my purpose, if I can do 
80, to separate, as briefly as may be, the true 
from the false issues—the relevant from the irrele- 
vant matter that has been brought before this com- 
mittee; and in doing that, allow me, in the outset, 
to disentangle this bill from all extraneous matters 
of whatever kind or character. With the contest 
between the honorable member from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] and the Messrs. Green, of this city—with 
the contest that grew up a few days since between 
the members from Ohio—or with the contest that 
has been witnessed yesterday and to-day between 
the members from Massachusetts—the question in- 


The gentleman from Ala- 





Volved in this bill has nothing todo. Those things | 


9 not in any wel pertain to the question under 
Sonsideration. We are called upon to decide 
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whether this bill shall pass with its present pro- 
visions, or whether it shall undergo amendment; 
and if so, in what way? [n enabling the House 
to determine that question, it is not at all neces- 
sary or proper that we should” settle any of the 
controversies to which IL have alluded; they are 
not matters for our inquiry or action—they are in 
no legitimate connection with the bill now under- 
going examination. 

Mr. Chairman, a position was assumed a few 
days ago by the gentleman from Ohio, {[Mr. Dis- 
NEY,] that to some extent implicated the present 
Committee of Ways and Means, and to a larger 
extent implicated me as one of the members of that 
committee. I intend to direct my first moments toa 
reply to that position or suggestion, with the view of 
presenting theaction of thecommittee of Ways and 
Means, as well as my own action, in its true light. 
I can satisfy the gentleman himself that we have 
done our duty fully. I feel satisfied that the hon- 
orable gentleman did not intend, by what he said, 
to cast censure upon any portion of that commit- 
tee; but the course of remark indulged in by him 
has given a false coloring to the whole question, 
and has presented to the country an irrelevant, 
and, as 1 think, an unfair issue. He arcued to 
show, that the Committee of Ways and Means 
had not discharged its duty in connection with 
this bill, and that I, as chairman of that commit- 
tee, should feel bound, in the proper discharge of 
my duty, to call in person upon, and obtain from 
the Secretary of State, information which would 
clear up the mist and fog, and obviate all the dif- 
ficulties and troubles that seem to surround this 
subject. If I could have done that, Mr. Chair- 
man—if I could have been successful in an enter- 
prise so desirable, it would have been a pleasure 
to me to have done so. If I could, by any proper 
act of mine, have relieved the minds of the 
members of this committee from doubt, let the 
scale turn as it might, 1 would have encoun- 
tered extraordinary difficulties to have 
plished so desirable a result. I am not here to 
make charges against the President of the United 
States, or any executive officer of the Govern- 
ment, nor am I here to defend them. It is my 
purpose on this occasion (from a conviction of its 
correctness) to advocate the adoption of a meas- 
ure, which | have presented to the House as the 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
and I shall endeavor to show that this bill should 
become a law in its present form and with its 
present provisions. In order to do that, | pro- 
pose to state the facts of the case, derived from 
authentic sources—from the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government, and not from sources 
which might seem to be interested or in any way 
biased on the one side or the other of the tissues. 
The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney,] how- 
ever, substantially charges that the Secretary of 
State evaded the call which was made upon him 
by the resolution of the Senate at the last Con- 
gress. Then, if it be true that the Secretary of 
State evaded that call—a call which the Senate 
of the United States had an unquestioned and un- 
questionable right to make, and which it was the 
duty of the Department, in the proper form, 
through the President of the United States, to 
answer—if it be true, I say, that with all the 
authority of the Senate, the Secretary of State 
did refuse to give the facts—if he suppressed the 
facts, and thereby gave utterance to falsehoods— 
then, [ ask, how could it be expected that I, or 
any other member of this House, could, upon his 
mere personal solicitation, obtain from the Secre- 
tary the facts he had thas wrongfully withheld 
from the Senate? If Mr. Webster evaded a prop- 
er, full, and truthful reply—if he did not state the 
facts existing in his Department, which were 
called for by the resolution of the Senate—he is 
guilty of a high offence, and one which Congress 
should punish, and the country should condemn 
And under these circumstances, would it be rea- 
sonable in me to expect he would say more to me 
than he said to the Senate—in other words, that 
| he would confess to me that he had withheld facts 
which he should have given to the Senate? 
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should I say to 
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Representatives believed he had not 
told the whole truth to the Senate, and that { had 


called to get it out of him That would hardly 


members of 


do; for if he evaded answert what the Senate 
propounded, would my authority be so much 
crreater than that of the Senate that he weuld di 

close everything to me, regard! : of the conse- 


quences to himse if? He, of course , would know 
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what use was to be made of his st 


tements to me; 
and inasmuch as his statements civen to the Sen 
ate are in writing, he would hardly contradict 
himself and thereby enable the House to convict 
him of a suppression of facts. He would know 


that any statement he might make to a member of 
this body in conflict with what he had said would 
be used against him, to show his duplicity lam 
not charging these things upon Mr. Webster, 
am arguing to show the singularity and unten- 
ableness of the suggestion of the : 


Ohio, [Mr. Disney. |} 


but 


e itleman from 
I have always understood, 


and have not the least doubt of the correctness of 
that understanding, that the mode which either 
Llouse of Congress should pursue ¢ et informa- 
tion from the President of the | nited States or 
any of the Dep irtments, is by acall of the House, 


by a formal resolution of the House desiring the 
information— 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I sucvest to 
the iM that he extend the reument fur- 
ther, and say that the Secretary of State had no 


entleman 


dent. ‘They 


are in his control, and he is responsible. 


right to give copies of any papers in his office 
without the permission of the Pres 


Mr. HOUSTON, Although that was not in 
the line of areument I had marked out for myself, 
yet lam pe rtectly willing to give it as my owa 
opmiton, that such is the rule which should govern 


such applications—the head of that Department, 
the Secretary of State, has no authority unless by 
sanction of the President Calls upon that De- 
partment for information through the 
resident of the United States, and not directly 


must be 


upon the Secretary; he has no authority to com- 
*, or to either House of Con- 
‘rets of State, if | may be allowed to 
use that expression, without the sanction of the 
President. What are the Executive departments 
of this Government? 


municate to the public 
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the President of the United Stat: s, then, is the re- 


important and responsi! 

sponsible head of the Department of State, and 
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the Secretary. It reaches the he | of the Govern- 
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ment—the Executive of the United States 


s further than 


Mr. Chairman, what are the duties of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in relation to apnvro- 
priation bills? They are, as I understand them, 


that we shall examine and Jearn by whatauthority 
the appropriation 1s soucht to be made, whe ther 
by law or treaty; that we shall obtain 
bie, the information necessary to enable the House 
to determine whether the appropri ation should be 
made. In of that duty, we 
presented the treaty made between the 
ment of the United States and Mexico in Febru- 
ary, 1848, in which,and from which, it appears 
that the installment , and one 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars interest upon 
such installment, becomes due upon the 30th of 
May next. Have we anything further to do? 
W hat further can we do? No one contends that 
that installment has been paid? Is there any other 
information which the House desires to enable it 
to pass upon this bill? If so, I would like some 
gentleman to make it known. 

Here, then, we have satisfactory evidence that 
this money is due, and must be paid on the 30th of 
May, 1852, only four months from now, and that it 
cannotbe paid until we make an appropriation for it. 
The treaty with Mexico cannot be complied with 
without the money; and to obtain the money it is 
necessary to make an appropriation, go that the 


if accessi- 


the discharge have 


Crovern- 


of three million 


































































































386 


Executive of the United States may be prepared 
1o execute the treaty according to its requirements. 
Let me say a word further on this subject. Sup- 
pose I had gone to the Secretary of State and ob- 
tained information from him personally—(and I 
vill here say that I have obtained none of my in- 
formation from that officer, or from any other per- 
son who is supposed to be implicated by the re- 
marks of any member upon this floor, or suspect- 
ed of wrong in this transaction: | have altogether 


avoided them, not beeause I supposed they would 
not tell me the truth, but because | prefered to 
speak from the record—TI wished to leave no chance 
for doubt in the mind of any one as to the correct- 
ness of my statement: I have, therefore, resorted 
to the archives in your Departments; and | am 
sure that I am not mistaken as to the informa- 
tion I present)-—-suppose I had gone and con- 
versed with the Secretary of State, and had reported 
the result of such interview and what had passed, 
would it be at all likely that such course on 
my part would have riven satisfaction to those 
members who think | should have pursued that 
course? ‘The honorable member from Virginia, 
{Mr. Bayty,] who preceded me, as chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in his speeches 
states distinctly that he did converse with the See- 
retary of State, and that he communicated the re- 
sult of those conversations to the House. Yet it 
seems that gentlemen are not satisfied; and would 
it be likely that what the Secretary might tell me 
would have a better effect upon their minds? Such 
a supposition is hardly a reasonable one. With 
the evidence, then, of that fact before me, I do 
not feel willing to become the medium of any un- 
oficial communications from the Secretary of State 
to the House. We have a right to call by reso- 
lution, and that is the only mode we can adopt. 
In no other way can we hold official communica- 
tion with the President of the United States, and 
we should never hesitate to adopt that mode when 
we think the public interests require it. 

But further: the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dis- 
NEY] was unfortunate, in my view, in another 
thing. The gentleman seemed to press upon the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
the adoption of the call for information, but with- 
held it from the House. He wasa member of the 
Thirty-first Congress, and at the first session of that 
Congress made a speech, of which his speech the 
other day was almost the counterpart, at which time 
he charged that these rumors existed, and, indeed, 
the whole tenor of his speech would indicate that 
his mind was not satisfied with the fairness of the 
transaction between the Executive of the United 
States and Mexico. He did not then, as I have 
been able to find, seek the information which he 
seems so much to desire. It is true, he said he 
tried to get it and failed. I do not understand 
that he called either in person or by resolution upon 
the President of the United States or the Secretary 
of State for it. Then who is most in fault, if fault 
exists at all?) This bill was reported to the House 
and referred to this Committee on the 6th day of this 
month, and I have been pressing constantly to 
have action upon it; yet no effort was made in the 
House to obtain the information until some two 
days since, notwithstanding the gentleman knew 
that the House of Representatives (and not the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union) 
‘ould levitimately make such eall. The honora- 
le member is a parhamentarian, and knows very 
well that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union cannot originate a resolution of that 
character; that the House must originate it; and 
vel he continued to urge it upon the committee, 
and seemed to desire, in his speeches, to put some 
of us in the position of endeavoring to suppress in- 
formation—to smother inquiry and investigation; 
but, strange to say, he had not then made an 
effort to get the call in the House. 

I think the gentleman was unfortunate in another 
view which he presented in connection with this bill. 
He asks why the Committee of Ways and Means 
have made this bill an exception to the general 
rule governing appropriation bills?—thereby char- 
ging thatthey have doneso. I must say to the gen- 
tleman, in all kindness, that he is mistaken—we 
have not made it an exception. This bill merely 
proposes to appropriate the money; and that is the 
case with every appropriation bill, unless some 
special cause exists and is presented demanding 
something else to be done. Yon appropriate sev- 


‘ 
} 


and give no directions as to its payment—who 
pays that money? We appropriate millions of 
dollars to carry out our treaty suipulations vith 
the Indian tribes, for the military, naval, and civil 
service of the country; but in none of the bills 
m king those appropriations do we do more than 
we propose to do here—appropriate the money and 
place it at the disposal of the Executive, who is 
bound to execute the law. There we leave it, 
unless some reason is presented why Congress 
should do more. It seems, then, if I am right in 
this—and I am satisfied I am correct—that we 
have not made this bill an exception to the general 
rule; that we have done or propose to do every- 
thing that is usual to be done with appropriation 
bills, and no We have the power to do 
more, to go further, if a case is presented to re- 
quire it; but unless such ease be presented it would 
be both improper and unfortunate for us to inter- 
vene between the Executive and his duties, and 
thereby release him from responsil ility or afford 
him a pretext for throwing an improper responsi- 
bility The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Meape,] who addressed the commit- 
tee this morning, sustains me in this view. He 
saysthe Committeeof Waysand Meanscould have 
done nothing but what itdid de. Why? Because, 
he says, if the committee had reported a provision 
such as he and other gentlemen advocate, it would 
have been a reflection on the Secretary of State— 
anact which should be done by the House, if done 
at all, and not by one of its committtees. If the 
House desire to reflect upon the President or Mr. 
Webster, surely it can do so; and the committee 
cannot be blamed for not having reported a provis- 
ion that would have had that effect. I am not the 
advocate or defender of either of those public fune- 
tionaries. 


more, 


on Congress. 


No persons could be more antagonistic 
politically than lamtoeachofthem. Ido not pro- 
pose, however, to occupy the time of this committee 
in either defending or charging them further than 
a frank and fair statement of the facts may go. I 
leave this committee to decide as it may see fit. 


We pass an appropriation for paying our foreign | 


ministers, without directing in the bill who shall 
pay out the money. 
W hat department of the Government does it? 
is left with the President of the United States. 


He, as the Executive of the United States, is bound | 


by his oath faithfully, honestly, and fairly to ex- 


ecute the laws, whether making appropriations or | 
I am aware that he does not do it | 


otherwise. 
personally, but he does it through his executive 


departments, which are under his control and di- | 


rection whenever he sees fit to exercise it. 


ministers, consuls, chargés, and officers of that 
description, is not done by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and not by the Secretary of State? 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is very 
answering it, he rises and puts the same question 
to me. However, I will answer him. Those 


payments are made through the Department of the || ever, that our action should be just and fair; let 
Treasury, upon a requisition from the Secretary || 


| of State, but also through the instrumentality of || 


the Barings, as I am informed—those same bank- 


ers through whom the President proposes to pay || 


the installment about which we are now debating. 
But | brought that matter up only for the purpose 
of showing that in our appropriation bills, after 


| appropriating the money, we leave it, as a general 


rule, with the Executive Department, to be applied 


honestly and faithfully to the objects of appropri- | 


ation, and not for the purpose of showing which 
Secretary did it. [I presume no one doubts the 


| fact, that the President has a right to employ either 


of his Secretaries, as his judgement may dictate. 
To make an appropriation is a legislative act. The 
Executive cannot touch the public money unless we 
authorize him to do it by the enactment of a law. 
He cannot draw a dollar from the Treasury any 
more than you or I, or any other citizen of the 


community, until a law is passed giving him au- | 


thority to do it; and when such a law is enacted, 
itis his duty to see that the money is applied to 
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| ment with the Barings, which had been 


| Department he chooses, to pay the installn, 


et 


Jan. 24, 


improper conduct upon the part of the 
tive. 

For these reasons it seems to me that the am 
ment of my friend from Tennessee [Mr — 
son] should not be adopted, and if adopted oe 
be of no avail. I understand his amendmen 
be, that the Secretary of the Treasury shall ae 
this payment under the direction of the Presid, a 
of the United States. Thatis no more thay 
law as it no stands, only the President of , 
United States, as he had aright to do, hee 
quired the head of another Department, inst, a 
the head of the Treasury Department, | 
only substitute the Secretary of the Tre 
the Secretary of State. 

Mr. BAYLY, (interrupting.) And Mr. Cory 
told me, at the last session of Congress, that jf ») 
change was made, he should carry out the arpanc, 


Lb 
A Xecy- 


ike 


tw 


asury { 


range. 
made by 


the Secretary of State. 
Mr. HOUSTON, (resuming.) If we were j 

adopt the amendment, what would be the res 

The President has a right to employ whicher 


Ver 


| running to maturity, unless we tell him that he sh 


| employ one and not the other. 
| the payment himself, if he had desired it, 
| it is his duty to do it, if he had the physical al 


| duties. 


He could make 


Indes c 


and at the same time attend to his various oth; : 
The wisdom of the country, knowing 


| hecould notdischarge all those duties, has given | 


| executive departments to aid him. 


| is done upon his responsibility and under his di 


And it matters 
not which department makes this payment, thy 
President is bound to supervise it, because the ge: 


aire 


| tion, through the aid of the Secretary. 


So then, if we should adopt the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounsoy,) 


| we would accomplish no good for the country—at 


|| moment look at this matter. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) 
I desire to ask the gentleman if the payment of | 





and not in this indirect manner. 


least, 1 am unable to see in what way the country 
would gain by it; and while we accomplish 1 


no 
beneficial result, we by that act interfere with the 


| duties of the President of the United States, hy 


directing him to do differently from what he has 


| heretofore done and what it seems he proposes to 
y 5 tt 
Who makes that payment? | 


It | 


do now. My friend from Virginia [Mr. Mrape} 
zave but one reason which can influence the minds 


| of any one in favoring that particular amendment 
) 


I understood that gentleman to say that he wanted 


| to adopt that amendment for the purpose of re- 


buking the present Secretary of State, because 
that Secretary had not consulted the wishes of 
Mexico in the payment of the third credit install- 
ment of the Mexican indemnity. Let us fora 
I am quite sure the 
honorable gentleman does not desire to do any- 
thing which would unfavorably affect the interest 
of the country. Then the question very forcibly 


| presents itself, whether the amendment will result 
| in any good? 
| sonal object—to rebuke the Secretary of State. 
| shrewd. I put a question to him, and instead of || 


It is true, it may accomplish a per- 


But if you want to rebuke him, do it directly, 
t He is no favorite 
of mine, and has never been. I must say, how- 
us not condemn him—let us not rebuke in advance 
of an investigation. Would my friend from Vir- 
cinia be willing that we should take up a rumor 
of this sort, and without stopping to inquire into 


| its truth, rebuke him without giving him an op- 


portunity to be heard—to defend himself? [ pre- 
sume not. Such course would be repugnant to 
our nature. If gentlemen will prepare the issue— 


| make up acase—I will go as faras any one to con- 


demn guilt. When a resolution was offered in the 
House a few days ago by the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Briges,] proposing to institute 
an inquiry into the legality and fairness of the 
election of the Delegate from the Territory ©! 
Utah—whether he had not obtained his seat heré 


| by bribery and corruption, what was the arcu 


ment used? and what were the indications of te 
sense of the House on that occasion? I[t was that 


rate 


the resolution implied a censure upon the Deleg 


| and that it should not be adopted without giving 


him an opportunity of being heard in exp 
‘tion of the circumstances connected with his elec- 


the objects specified in the law. The application | 


| of an appropriation is, therefore, an Executive 


duty, and not a legislative duty; and to justify 
the legislature in making an encroachment upon 
the duty of the Executive in the application of an 
appropriation like this, there must be some evi- 


eral hundred thousand dollars for the judiciary, |i dence before Congress of fraud, corruption, or 


| 


} 


| 
i 


y- 


tion. 

Mr. MEADE. I distinctly stated in my ' 
marks, that the amendment was intended not ony 
to indicate displeasure at the manner in WOT 
the last payment had been made, but inasmuch a 
it had been made in a manner incompatible wit 


the views of this House, if adopted, as indicative 
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«o of the mode in which payments should here- 
. made. iS ati 
HOUSTON. We not only indicate the 
in which we desire the payment to be 
but we require it, if this amendment shall 
reed to, to be made in a mode different from 
one adopted by the President. I feel sure, as 
| before, that one of the inducements for the 
of that amendment is, that it shall reflect 
on the Secretary of State; for, if we transfer the 
vment of this jastallment to the Secretary of the 
sury, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
?, says the Secretary of the Treasury assured 
. would adopt the arrangment of the Secre- 
y of State; then w hat do we accomplish, except 
“ay be to take an unncessary responsibility, 
-» no good can and some harm may result 
éom our action. Both Departments are under 
control and supervision of the President of the 
ied S States. 

MEADE. The gentleman is mistaken. I 
will J put him right upon this point. The question 
now is upon the adoption of the amendment of the 

tleman from California, [Mr. Marsuatt.] 
That amendment aeaa not require the Secretary 

» Treasury to do anything. 
Mr. HOUSTON. What does it do then? 
Mr. MEADE. It requires the President to so 
ise the payment to be made in the manner that 
shall be the most satisfac tory to the Mexican 
Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I understand the gen- 
tleman from Virginia not to be im favor of the 
amendment of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee,| Mr. 
Jounson,] and to be willing that the Secretary of 
State shall continue to discharge this duty, and 
make the payments 

Mr. MEADE. I have no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman has no ob- 
‘ection to the Secretary of State continuing, but he 
desires that the payment shall be made according 
to the wishes of the Mexican Government. Now, 
| ask the honorable member, if he did not, in an- 
other part of his speech, admit that we had not 
now ume to make any change in the order of 
things connected with the payment of the install- 
ment soon to fall due? 

Mr. MEADE. I will reply to the gentleman, 
by saying that I made no such admission. | dis- 
tinctly stated, that I believed that if we would 
signify to Mexico that we were willing to pay this 
installment in the manner which she should deem 
most advisable, that a contract might be made in 
thirty days. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


after be 
Mr. 
mal ner 
made, 
e 


the 


I 
BayLyY} 


ue 


0 


The gentleman, as I under- 


stood him at the time, spoke of the propriety of a | 


change in the treaty. But there certainly is not 
time now for the two Governments to make a 
change so as to allow the payment to be made dif- 
ferently—according to the wishes of Mexico—and 
I present it to this committee: is there sufficient 
ume between now and the 30th May next for open- 
ing a negotiation with Mexico, for a change in the 
terms of the treaty } ? I do not understand the gen- 
tleman from Virginia as saying that the Executive 
Government of Mexico can make any change in 
the time or place or manner of receiving the 
money to be paid to her under the twelfth article 
of the treaty of the 2d February, 1848, but, on the 
contrary, that he agrees that there can be no sub- 
stantial change made in the treaty, unless it be 
done by a higher authority than the Executive 
Government of that Republic. You must have the 
action of the treaty-making powers, before any 
material change can be made in any treaty. In 
this case, and in my view of it, we are bound to 
have at least the action of the Supreme Government 
‘f Mexico in favor of the change. Eventhat might 
not do—and anything short of it would surely avail 
us nothing. But I undertake to say that, accurd- 
ing to my information, there is no evidence before 
the Honse, and there has been none since the meet- 
ig of this Congress—there was none before the 
Committee of Ways and Means—going to show 
that Mexico desires to draw upon this Government 
for this installment. Such evidence may have 


been fe the last Congress; that is, however, 
denier 


Mr. MEADE. 


ouse now, 

Mr. HOUSTON 
evidence? 

Mr. MEADE. I will read it, if the gentleman 
esires, and will give me time. 





There is evidence before the 


I should like to know what 





| and very nearly by all the members, 





Mr. HOUSTON. I do not like to have my 
time taken up. 1 suppose it is General Green's 
circular to which the gentleman refers. 

Mr. MEADE. No; it 18S contained in the cor- 
respondence submitted to us yest erday 

Mr. HOUSTON. In the ‘corresponde nce sub- 
mitted to us yesterday, the Mexican Muuister says 
he conversed with Mr. Webster about the buils 
which he said his Government wanted this Gov- 
ernment to accept. Mr. Webster substanually, 
if not in words, denies the statement. ‘Lhere ts 
an issue; and upon that issue what can we do? 
Is the proof sufhciently conclusive to establish the 
fact; and if the tact bé&*proven, is that enough to 
merit a censure in the absence of any previous ln- 
dication by Congress that Mexico should be con- 
sulted and permitted to change the mode and piace 
ol payment if she desired? Admit, however, that 
at the last Congress it would have been better to 
change the mode of paying this installment, sull 
the argument can avail nothing here, tor circum- 
stances have materially changed. ‘hen we had 
quite twelve montis in which to operate, now we 
have less than four months, and we must yield to 
the circumstances In Which we are placed—we are 
controlled by the circumstances that surround 
us—and in the discharge of our duty we must 
make the best of what we have. 7 

‘There 1s another tact which | wish to notice, and 
it is the action of Congress heretotore in relation 
to these installments. [| believe this bill ought to 
pass, and I believe it ought to pass as it is, with- 
out amendment. I believe it, from the fact that we 
owe the money to Mexico, and have pledged our 
faith to pay it on the 30th of May next. ‘Vhere 
are other circumstances coming In to corroborate 
that belief. ‘This subject was acted upon in the 
Thirtieth Congress, and at the last session of that 
Congress, with almost entire unanimity, a bill 
passed into a law providing for the payment of 
two installments: the one falling due in May, 
1849, and the other one falling due in May, 185v. 
That bill passed with only eight dissenting votes. 
This bill contains precisely the same provisions of 
that one, leaving the money to be paid by the 
Executive. A bill upon the same subject, and 
with precisely similar provisions, also passed the 
first session of the Thirty-first Congress with but 
few negative votes. So the provisions of this bill 
have received the sanction of the Thirtieth and the 

Thirty -first Congresses—voted for by all parties 
All we ask 
now is, that we shall pass this bill as it is, with- 
outamendment. My anxiety to defeat all amend- 
ments to the bill grows out of my view of the best 
mode ofadvancing the public interest, and not for the 
purpose of shielding any individual, either in public 
or private life; nor do 1 agree that Congress must 
under all circumstances ap propriate the money 
and leave it under the control of the President; not 
at all. If Congress should believe the money 
would, for corrupt purposes or otherwise, be mis- 
applied, it — not only be competent for Con- 


gress to contr »I , but it would be its duty to do 


sO. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. mnoane ] 
says that the last Congress, by passing the bill 
when these facts were before the country, adopted 


the arrangement that was pursued by the Presi 
dent; and if we pass this bill now, we thereby 
approve the course the Secretary has pursue a uid 
proposes to pursue. lL take issue with the gent 
man there. I intend to vote for this bill as it is. 
But then I repudiate entirely, for myself and for 
all these gentlemen around me, the idea that by so 
doing | indorse or approve what Mr. Webster has 
done or what he may do in this matter. If 
charges of fraud, corruption, or mismanagement 
be presented against Mr. Webster, then will be 
the proper time to examine into his course, and 
to investigate the conduct of the Executive. ‘Then 
will I be prepared to go into that investigation, I 
hope, with fairness to all concerned, but with an 
unflinching determination to discharge my entre 
duty. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to repeat, what | a few 


moments since stated, that, by the adoption of 


this bill in its present form, we only do that which 

we have done heretofore, and that which we usu- 

ally do in res gard to all other bills of like character 
—appropriate the money to enable the President 


to carry out the treaty; and we by no means in- , 


dorse the plan he may choose to adopt. 


|) Mr. MEADE here made a remark inaudible to 


AL GLOBE. 





387 


the reporter; but he was understood to inquire if 
the Government of Mexico would not prefer to 


have the money paid here, or deposited tn some 
bank in New York, rather than to have it paid in 
the city of Mexico? 

Mr. HOUSTON, I will reply to the question, 
al d I will do it frank Vy. l presume lamin his 
condition pon that point, whe liv without proof. 
I in t ’ le can gues that is all either of 
us can ¢ [here is no le e le e Congress, 
hor Has ere been this s ! ow the pres- 
ent wish of Mexico B ( eve sainitt y 
that th rres ndenes ! ows { 
at ie last Oo ress \lex ft ed ivm t 
to e made \ é f I ee t 
wi { ro nb was ve niorm 
to thisG ern , the vel ‘ é t 
also shows that even if it had be is been | 
s ce ent ly W hd iv nd I ow | t 
us ift S ne 1 brou wbou » a 
anew, and we could not fely tin the ab 
ol proper iuthority from Mexico And while Lam 
unwilline now to discu t e que tion of the power 
of Coneress over treaties, | am free to repeat w 
l have reiore said, th t we cannot aiter this t \ 
as to the mode and lace of payvmet t. by ny 
thority short of the Supreme Governme of Mex 
ico—Il mean that the Congres of Mexico n 
lecislate, and give authority to do the act In 
be willing to risk a discharge under that authority, 
but I would certainly accept nothing hort of tl 
and if we pay this money in any other mode t 
that pointed out in the treaty itself, without such 
authority, | fear we would not discharge out 
bility. There are other irks L we dl 
submit, but for fear my time may exhausted 
before I cet through, | wish to eall t] ittention of 
the committee to the facts connected with the pay 
ments which have heretofore been made. The 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Baytry,] 
who is now at the he ud of the Committee on Fax 
eign Relations, was inaccurate, to some extent, in 
his statements in regard to the payment o! viru 
of the installments which have already been mad« 
I fin 1, from an examination of the ook and re 
cords in the Departments, it the first paymel 
a payment made in cash after the treaty—was made 
by the President of the United States, Mr. Polk, 
not throuch the Rothschilds, as the gentleman 
stated, but it was, to a larve extent, made throt rh 
the Wear Department. it was arranged by the Sec- 
retary of War, ull exeent a it eight hundred 
thousand dollars. l hav some extracts here 
from official documents, which I will read Eicht 
hundred thousand dollars of the cash payment 
was made by the purchase here from A. Belmont 
of bills upon Lionel David , of the eny of 
Mexico. Those bills, it is true, as the gentle 
man stated, were purchased by Mi Walker, and 
paid for in ‘Treasury notes, d r for dollar 
But those Treasury notes were not at a premium 
at that time, or if at a premium, it was small 


These bills were purchased in March, 1848, and 
before this*Government knew certainly whet 
the treaty would be ratified tn due form by the 


P T 
treaty-making power of Mexico 1 will read an 
extract Irom a letter of the Secretary of War to 

‘ ’ . 
Viaior General Butler, thrown it upon this 
subject 
‘War DerPaRTMENT ? 
‘Wasnitxneton, Murch 30, 184 \ 
‘Srna: Shonld the treaty sent out by our commissi er be 
ratified, it will be necessary for the United States to mak 
immediate payment to Mexico of $3,000,000 lo meet t 
payment, you have been invested with authority to draw 
for that amount on the Treasury of the United Stat Ap 
prehensions are here entertained, that by 1 combinat n 
smong those who wuuld be able to purchase ich draft 
from some other cause, you might not ' to eso large 
aA suin Of none on them without a dis &. raps au ex 
orbitant on It has, therete , been t o 
make arrangements here, prov ng f 1 considerable part 
of the amount which may be wanted.”’ 
® ® ‘ * « 
Then follow the instructions to pay the pro- 
ceeds to that instaiim tl. So if there was a pre- 


‘ ‘ 


mium on [reasury notes at that time, that ad- 
vantage was not iost, because, in the arral rement 
which was made by Secretary Walker in the pur- 


chase of those bills, this Government was not to pay 


interest upon the amount until the bills were dis- 
post l of by our commissioner in Mexico, and the 
pro« eeds applied to our debt there. So that it 


enabled this Government to hold itself in readi- 
ness to pay, whenever the treaty would be rati 
fied. And that was a contingency beyond our 
\| knowledge, and one which might not happen for 
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several months. Wecould not tell when it would 
be ratified. ‘The bills were purchased in that way. 
These bills were purchased in March, but the pro- 
ceeds were realized in June. Upon the return of 
the bilis in July, the Treasury notes were issued, 
but to bear interest from June, the time the money 
was realized, so that the Government lost no pre- 
mium, or if it did, it was made up in interest. 
‘Then, again, the sum of $1,151,874 16 of that 
cash payment was made through bills drawn by 
Major General Butler upon the Treasury here in fa- 
vor of Nathan Clifford, then the Commissioner of 
the United States in Mexico. ‘Those drafts were 
nevotiated by Mr. Clifford, with Hargous & Co., 
who paid a premium upon them of $41,107 66. 
The balance of that cash payment was made by 
the use of money in the military chest—military 


contributions—and by turning ‘over property of 


the army to the Government of Mexico. 

{ tlere the Chairman’s hammer fell.} 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think my time has not ex- 
pired. I believe 1 have some six minutes yet. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 
fully expired, and the question is upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
J ounson. 

Mr. DUNCAN. 
to offer. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order now, 
there being an amendment to an amendment pend- 
ing. 

Mr. DUNCAN. 
the original bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The 
pending are to the original bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of ‘l'ennessee. 
committee do now rise. 

The question was then taken, and on a division 
there were—ayes 91, noes not counted, 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee [Mr, Jones] reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon the state of the Union 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and especially House bill No. 46, 
providing for the payment of the Mexican idem- 
nity, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the Elouse 
then adjourned to meet on Monday next. 


I have an amendment I wish 


Can I offer an amendment to 


two amendments 


I move that the 


PETITIONS, &ce. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. KUHNS: The petition of citizens of Westmore 
land county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment 
of adirect mail route from Greensburg to West Newton, 
in said county. 

By Mr. MeNAIR: Two petitions of citizens of Marcus 
Hook, Delaware county, Pennsylvania, asking for an ap 


propriation of $20,000 for the improvement of the piers at || ; . ° . 
|| sylvania, praying the abolition of slavery in the 


that place. 

By Mr. HART: A petition from W.H. Seabring and 
others, residing in the city of New York, asking an appro- 
priation of a sum of money to assist in defraying expenses 
incurred by exhibitors at the World’s Fair. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition (with map or chart at 
tached) of Captain Jonas P. Levy, a resident of New York 
city, asking Congress to grant to him the right of carrying 
the mail, on conditions therein set forth, from New York 
and New Orleans, by way of Vera Cruz, the head waters 
ot the Alvarado and Tonto, thence to the port of Huatuleo, 
and thence to San Francisco. The whole time from New 
York to San Francisco will take but twenty days. 

By THOMAS M. HOWE: The petition of William 
Bagaly & Co., Lyon Shorb & Co., and others, praying Con 
gress to authorize the purchase of the remaining interest of 
private stockholders in the Louisville and Portland Canal, 
and for the construction of such additional work as shall be 
expable of passing boats of the largest class around the 
Falls of the Ohio river. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 26, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
A messave was received from the President of 


the United States, made in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate of the 13th of March, 1851, 


transmitting a report of the Secretary of War, | 


containing information in regard to the claims of 


the citizens of California for services rendered | 


and for money and property furnished in the years 

1846 and 1847, in the conquest of that country; 

which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
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| for light-house purposes in the year 1851, includ- 
| ing those previously made but not received in 
| time to be included in the last report of the Fifth 


Auditor; which was read and referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. SHIELDS presented three petitions of res- 
idents of Illinois, praying the right of way and a 
donation of land for the construction of a railroad 


| from Shawneetown to the’Mississippi river, oppo- 
| site to Saint Louis; which was referred to the 


Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of resiffents of Hancock coun- 
ty, Illinois, praying a grant of land to the State to 


| aid in the construction of the Warsaw and Peoria 
| and Warsaw and Rockford railroads; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Also, the memorial of the Rector and Vestry of 
St. John’s Church, Washington city, praying 


| that a sum of money paid by that Church to the 
| Commissioner of Public Buildings for a square of 
| cround, which President Monroe authorized the 


Church to use as a burial ground, may be re- 


| funded, and that the said Commissioner may be 
| authorized to give the Church a deed for the land; 


which was referred to the Committee for the Dis- 


| trict of Columbia. 


Also, the memorial of Daniel Bread and other 
Oneida Chiefs, praying compensation for the cap- 
ture of three British gun-boats during the war of 
1812; which was referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 


Also, the petition of F. E. Hunt and other offi- 
cers of the Army, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, 
Missouri, praying that certain recommendations 
of the Secretary of War in relation to rank and 
command in the Army, submitted to Congress, 
may not receive the sanction of that body; which 


| was referred to the Comm ttee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ashtabula, Ohio, praying the establishment of a 


telegraphic communication between Fort Inde- 


pendence and the Pacific ocean; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads 


Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of 


| Canton, Ohio, recommending the interposition of 
| the Government of the United States in behalf of 


the people of Hungary; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of Samuel 
Knox, praying bounty land for services during the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Millsborough, 
Peansylvania, praying the repeal of the late law 


| for the delivery of fugitives from service or labor; 


and a petition of citizens of Millsborough, Penn- 


District of Columbia. 
Ordered, That they lie on the table. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of the ad- 


| ministrator of William Johonnot, deceased, pray- 
| ing to be allowed interest on commutation pay; 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 


| tionary Claims. 


Mr. DAVIS. I present, also, the petition of 
} ’ ’ 
Albert Tyler and others, who represent themselves 
J ’ t 
to be citizens of the county of St. Lawrence, in 


. . wy , ryt ° 
| the State of New York. ‘They represent, that in 

\| their opinion the construction of some artificial 
| mode of navigation around the Sault Ste. Marie 


and the Falls of Niagara would be national works 


and of great public utility; that the country has 
reached in its progress a march of improvement 


| which justifies the taking up that subject now. 
|| They believe it to be necessary, and pray that it 


may come under the consideration of Congress. 
1 do not know that it is pertinent, but I will ven- 
ture to suggest that inasmuch as this is a very 
grave work it would be worth while to anpropri- 


| ate some of the public lands to accomplish the 
| great public object of getting round the Falls of 


Niagara. I move that the petition be referred to 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The petition was so referred. 

Mr. GWIN presented a petition of the working 


|| men employed at the Washington navy-yard, 
| praying that pensions may be allowed for long and 
|| faithful services, and for disability incurred in the 


NT | discharge of their duty; which was referred to the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- || Committee on Naval Affairs. 
pertinent, transmitting a list of the contracts made | 


| California, instructing the Senators and 


| mittee of the Corporation of Georgetown, 


| the District of Columbia. 


_ dan. 24, 


the representatives to use their influence sal came 
to obtain an appropriation from Congress for _ 
relief of J. J. Petrié, Captain William Waldo — 
Charles W. Hall, for money expended in eee 
ing relief to the destitute Ai tome ideniattes 
acting under the direction of the Sacrament, p at 
Company; which was referred to the € 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, the petition of Jonas P. Levy, pro 
to open a communication from Vera Cry, ane 
Alvarado, on the Gulf of Mexico, to Huatuleo. o, 
the Pacific, and to convey the mail between Now 
York and New Orleans, and San Franeises ;. 
twenty days; which was referred to the Comn it 
tee on Naval Affairs. - 
Mr. MASON presented the memorial of a eo). 


>.) - 
relief 
OM mMittee 


postr > 


1 


ray , 
an appropriation to remove obstructions me 
navigation of the Potomac river below said tele 
caused by the construction of the bridge connec: 
ing the city of Washington with the shores o¢ 
Virginia; which was referred to the Committe; on 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of 
Nathaniel Mothershead, praying a pension fop 
services rendered during the last war with Grea: 
sritain; which was referred te the Committee am 


| Pensions. 


Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of 
James D. Johnson, asking to be allowed the dif. 
ference of pay between that of a master and a 
lieutenant in the Navy during the time he per. 
formed the duty of a lieutenant while a master on 
board the United States storeship **Relief;”? which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of the heirs 
of Thomas C. Lewis, praying the relinquishm 
in their favor of the title of the United States to 
certain lands claimed by them in the Bastrop Grant; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 


| Land Claims. 


Mr. CASS presented the petition of Johnson 
Lykins, stating that he is the discoverer of certain 
tin mines, and praying the passage of an act giving 
him the privilege of working them for a limited 
time; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of the widow of John Seol- 
lay, praying a pension for the services of her hus- 
band during the revolutionary war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the widow of Ebenezer 
3rown, praying a pension for the services of her 
husband during the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have the petition of 
Joel Hickman and some forty or fifty others. 
They are Kentuckians, and they pray for an ob- 
ject which meets my cordial approbation. It is 
that the Congress and Government of the United 
States may take such steps in their relations and 
intercourse with foreign nations as will tend to 
establish a tribunal by which questions which 
have heretofore involved nations in war may be 
peacefully settled by arbitration, so as to prevent 
the evils resulting from war. I hope that it may 
be received and referred, without reading, to the 


| Committee on Foreign Relations. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam C. Daniell, against the projected improve 
ments of the General Government in relation t 


| certain obstructions in the Savannah river, and 


recommending the construction of a ship channe! 
across Hutchison’s Island, as the most effective 
method of overcoming the obstructions known as 


| The Wrecks ”’ in the Savannah river; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, the petition of John J. Sykes, praying 
compensation for services rendered under an &p- 
pointment from the special agent of the Post Ol- 
fice Department for California; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of Ira Rey- 
nolds, complaining of the rejection by the officers 
of the Patent Office, of his application for letters 
patent for certain improvements in the plough and 
seed drills, and praying Congress to investigate 
the matter, and direct the issue of patents for so 
much of his improvements as may be found to be 
new and useful inventions; which was referred to 


Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
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“Mr. UPH AM presented a resolution of the Le- || Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 


of Vermont, requesting the Senators and 
atives of that State in Congress to use 
nroper exertions to procure the effectual sup- 
in of the slave trade. 

That it lie on the table and be printed. 


islature 
Represent 
al 
pression 
" Ordered, : 
Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of under- || 
iters and merchants of Baltimore, Maryland, 
praying that the salary of the district judge of the | 
tnited States at Key West may be increased ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


wri 


cary. 


“He also presented a memorial of John F. Gil- 
pin and other creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas, praying the enactment of such a law as 
will enable them to obtain payment of their claims 
avainst that Republic at the Treasury of the United 
St which was referred to the Committee on 


States; 


‘nance. 

‘Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Le- 
jslature of California, in favor of an appropria- 
on for compensating Nathaniel McMenafee for 
the relief extended by him to the destitute over- 
land emigrants to that State; which was referred 
to the ¢ ommittee on Finance and ordered to be 
yrinted. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Bancroft 
Woodcock, praying an extension of his patent for 
an improvement in the construction of the plough; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. McRAE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the West Feliciana Rail- 
road Company, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claims of the legatees of Thomas D. Ander- 
son, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That John McColgan have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. SOULE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of N. Paillet, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe memorial of George Talcott, presented 
the [Ith December last, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Hugh W. | 
Dobbin, submitted an adverse report; which was 

read. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Brinton Paine, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was read. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the documents in support of the claim 
of Samuel Crapin, submitted an adverse report; 
which was read. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which was referred the memorial of the heirs and 
executors of Samuel Prioleau, submitted an ad- | 
verse report; which was read. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 


of Martha Gray, and that it be referred to. the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, to which was referred, the 29th December, a 
resolution in relation to printing a geological report 
of Dr. D. D. Owen, reported the same with an 
amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | 
ment; and in concurrence therewith, 


Resolved, That five thousand five hundred copies of the || 
report of Dr. D. D. Owen on the Geology of [owa, Wiscon- 
Sin aud Minnesota, be printed, in accordance with the reso- 
lution of the Senate at its last session, requiring the same 
to be printed under the direction of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office; and that five hundred copies of || 
the same be for the use of the General Land Office; two 
hundred copies to be given to Dr. Owen, and three hun- 
dred copies to the Smithsonian Institution for distribution. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred a bill for the relief 
of M. K. Warrington and C. W. J. Chubb, ex- 
ecutors of Captain Lewis Warrington, reported 
the same without amendment, and submitted a 


report on the subject, which was ordered to be || have a clerk. These are theconsiderations which | 


printed, 


| Claims, to which 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on il 


Francis P. Gardiner, submitted a report, accom- 


panied by a bill for her relief. 


The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on 
Printing, to which was referred, on the 22d in- 
stant, a motion by Mr. Hate, ‘ that two thou- 
sand additional copies of the charges and specifi- 
cations before a court of inquiry against William 
K. Latimer, a Captain in the Navy of the United 
States, and theaccompanying papers,’’ which were 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate, 
reported thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion; 
and, 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of William A. Richmond, reported it with 
an amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill concern- 


| ing the sessions of the courts of the United States 


in the district of Delaware, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of Zebulon Parker, reported a bill for his 


| relief; which was read and passed to the second 


reading. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee of 
was referred the petition of 
Mary B. Renner, submitted areport, accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of John F. Callan, admin- 
istrator of Daniel Renner, deceased. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of T. H. McManus, reported a bill to authorize 
T. H. McManus to enter by preémption certain 
lands on the Greensbury land district, Louisiana; 


| which was read and passed to the second read- 


ing. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to enforce discipline and 
xromote good conduct in the naval service of the 
United States; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE CLERK. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
reported by Mr. Waker the 22d instant, to 
authorize the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
to employ a clerk. 

Mr. WALKER. I will simply state that I re- 
ported that resolution in accordance with the unan- 
lmous instruction of the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. ‘To that committee a clerk is 


| absolutely necessary, in consequence of the in- 


crease of the matter that comes before them, They 
have much correspondence to attend to, and there 
is necessarily some traveling, in which they re- 
quire the assistance asked for, if it is contemplated 


| that they shall get through their business. 


Mr. HALE. I want to suggest whether it 
would not be advisable, as a matter of economy, 
for the Senate to adopt the suggestion of Dr. Frank- 
lin as to the barrel of pork, and say the blessing 
over the whole barrel at once. Would it not be 
better to introduce a general resolution ? 

Mr. WALKER. I may make a statement by 
the authority of the committee. There are mat- 
ters now before the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, involving about four millions and a quar- 
ter of dollars. Every case before that committee 


| would, perhaps, if submitted to a court of justice, 


be an intricate and litigated lawsuit. We have 
to examine these matters; they involve in many 
instances an examination into the most minute 
portions of the history of the Revolution. To get 
papers from the departments, and have them prop- 


| erly certified, involves an amount of labor which 


I aminclined to think few committees in this body 
are called upon to perform. If these claims are to 


be reported upon in proper time, and in a proper 


manner, it is necessary that the committee should 


have influenced the committee. 
The resolution was adopted. 


GLOBE. 


Cousuil at Singapore, upon his mission to Eastern 


a —_ ——— 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he should ask 


leave to introduce a bill to extend the benefit of the 
act to regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the “frontiers, approved 
the 3d of June, 1834, to the people of the State of 
Texas, and others. ; 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. WHITCOMB, agreeably to previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
granting the right of way and making a grant of 


os 


land to the States of Indiana, Ilinois, and Lowa, 


in aid of the construction of a railroad from the 
Wabash to the Missouri river; 
and passed to a second reading 


which was read 


SRIGADIER GENERAL TALCOTT. 
Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit to the Senate a copy of a letter from Brigadier-Gen 
eral Talcott to Colonel B. Huger, dated Nowember 1, 1850, 
the purport of which was stated in the proceedings, but the 
orignal letter was not found until afterwards and for 
warded to the War Department by Colonel Huger. 
MISSION TO EASTERN ASIA. 
Mr. CLARKE submitted the following resolu 
tion for consideration; which was agreed to: 
Resolved. That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to the Senate, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, the report of Mr. Ballastier, late 
(sia, 
together with such of his correspondence and reports, inclu 
ding his negotiations with the Sultan of Borneo, as may be 
deemed of public interest. 


LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 


M r.G W LN submitted the follow ing I esolution 
for consideration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of such Instructions 
as may have been given by the Department to the commis 
sioners appointed pursuant to the act of Congress approved 
3d March, 1851, entitled ** An act toascertain and setile the 
private land claims in the State of California,’’ with a copy 
of such instructions as may have been transmitted to the 
Surveyor General of California in connection with the sub 


ject. 
MARY W. THOMPSON. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of 
Mary W. Thompson; and, 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe further consideration thereof be post 
poned to Friday next. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the resolution some time 
since offered by Mr. Ciarke, reaffirming the doc- 
trine of non-intervention; and, 

On motion by Mr. CLARK, it was 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post 


poned to Wednesday, the 4th of February next, and that it 
be made the special order for that day. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, was read: 

Mr. Prestpent: The Speaker of the House of Repre 
sentatives having signed two enrolled bills, Lam directed to 
bring them to the Senate for the signature of its President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. signed the two en- 
rolled bills this day reported to have been exam- 
ined, and they were delivered to the committee to 
be presented to the President of the United States. 

They are as follows: 

An act for the relief of Edward Everett, late a 


| serreant in the United States Army; and 


An act for the relief of the Virginia Woolen 

Company. 
ENGROSSED BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills and joint resolu- 
tions were severally read a third time and passed: 

A bill for the compensation of James W. Low 
and others for the capture of the British private 
armed schooner ‘* Ann,”’ during the late war with 
Great Britain; 

A bill for the relief of the children of Capiain 
Erastus A. Capron; 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Monroe; 

A bill to provide for the final settlement of the ac- 
counts of Jonathan Kearsley, late receiver of pub- 
lic moneys at Detroit, aad of John Biddle, late 
register of the land office at that place; 

A bill for the relief of James Dunning; 

A bill for the relief of Julia Aiken; 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; 

A bill for the relief of A. H. Cole; 

A bill for the relief of Charles A. Kellett; 

A hill for the relief of Enoch Baldwin 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Theodore Offutt; and a 
Joint resolution for the relief of Alexander P. 
Field, late secretary of Wisconsin Territory, and 
sureties. 


and 


DEBATES OF THE SENATE. 

The resolution to authorize the Secretary of the 
Senate to audit and settle the accounts of J. ¢ 
tives, for reporting the debates and proceedings 
of the Senate, came up on its third reading. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that resolution will lie 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. Why not pass it now? 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to move an amendment. 
There will be no opposition to the resolution. 


‘ 


The motion to postpone was acreed to. 
RAILROADS IN IOWA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill granting the | 
right of way and making a grant of land to the 
State of lowa, in aid of the construction of certain | 
railroads in : rid State. 

The pending question is on the substitute re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the Senate on 
this bill through the remainder of the day’s session, 
His speech will be found in the Appendix. Be- 
fore resuming his seat, he su:mitted the follow- 
ine amendment as an addition to the substitute: 

Be it further enacted, &c., That there shall be granted to 
the States named in this section, for purposes of education 
and of internal improvement, so much of the public domain | 
as is specified for each, that is tosay : To the State of Maine, 
583,040 acres; to the State of New Hampshire, 317,760 
acres; to the State of Vermont, 313,920 acres ; to the State 
ot Massachusetts, 994,240 acres; to the State of Rhode 
Island, 147,520 acres; to the State of Connecticut, 370,560 
acres; to the State of New York, 3,097,280 acres; to the 
State of New Jersey, 489,280 acres; to the State of Penn- 
sylvania, 2,311,680 acres; to the State of Delaware, 90,560 
acres; to the State of Maryland, 546,880 acres; to the 
State of Virginia, 1,231,680 acres; to the State of North | 
Carolina, 753.280 acres; to the State of South Carolina, | 
514,240 acres; to the State of Georgia, 753.280 acres: to the 
State of Tennessee, 906,560 acres, and to the State of Ken 
tucky, 897,920 acres; which land, so granted, shall be lo- 
eated in parcels contormably to sectional divisions and sub 
divisions, of not less than 320 acres in any one location, 
if so much can be had, on any public land except such to. | 
which aright of preémmption may have attached, or such as 
is or may be reserved from sale by any law of Congress, or | 
proclannition of the President of the United States; which 
said locations may be made at any time after the lands 
shall have been surveyed according to existing laws. And | 
it shall be lawful for the Governors of said States, respect 
ively, to appoint one or more agents to locate the lands 
granted as aforesaid for the State of which he is the Gov 
ernor. Such agents, in making their locations, shall be 
governed by such rules and regulations as the Secretary of | 
the Interior may from time to time preseribe, and when the 
lands for each State have been located and selected, patents 
therefor shall be issued to the State entitled to the same. 

ind he it further enacted, Thatthe lands granted to the 
States according to the preceding section, shall be disposed 
of by said States, respectively, in such manner as their re 
spective Legislatures may direct: Provided, however, That | 
no portion of said lands shall be sold at less than &1 25 per 
acre, until otherwise authorized by a law of the United | 
States; and the net proceeds of the sales of said lands shall 
be faithfully applied to objects of internal improvement, or 
to purposes of education, or to both, as the Legislatures of 
the States, respectively, owning the lands granted may di 
rect: Provided, further, Tiat all roads, railways, bridges, 
canals, and water courses, which shall be exclusively built, 
constructed, or improved, by the funds arising from the 
disposition of said lands, shal! be free for the transportation 
of the United States mail, and munitions of war, and for the 
passage of their troops, without the payment of any toll | 
whatever. 

And beit further enacted, That it shalt be lawful for the 
agents aforesaid, or any one of them, in selecting lands and 
making locations for his State, to select and locate any of 
the alternate sections, or any part thereof, which may have 
been or may hereatter be reserved from sale by any act of 
Congress granting lands in aid of the construction of any 
railroad or canal whatever: Provided, however, That in 
locating any such section, or part of section, the State for 
whose benefit it may be selected or located shall be charged 
with, and the quantity of land granted to such State shall 
be diminished by double the quantity of acres contained in 
the reserved section, or part of section, thus selected and 
located. Nothing in the three last sections contained shall 
authorize the location of any lands granted by them, or 
either of them, within the limits of the State of California, 
or the Territories of New Mexico, Utah, and Oregon. 


Mr. BADGER. I hope that by the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, an order will be made for 
printing the amendment of my friend from Ken- 
tucky, and that then the Senate will adjourn. 


The amendment was ordered to be printed; and | 
the Senate adjourned. 


der. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Januery 26, 1852, 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Mr. But.er. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
CLAIMS PAID BY THE EXECUTIVE DEPART- 
MENTS. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order was the unfinished business of Monday 
last, being a motion made by the gentleman from 
Maine {Mr. Fi LLER]| to suspend the rules of the 
House to enable him to introduce the following 
resolution: 


Prayer 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary 
of the Navy, the Secretary of War, and the Postmaster 
General, be, and hereby are, instructed to cause to be re 
ported to this House, as soon as may be practicable, full 


and complete lists of all claims, if any, (including principal | 


and interest, and designating each separately,) allowed and 
paid, by the respective Departments, or any bureaus there 
of, since the 4th day of March, A. D. 1849, which had 
been previously presented, suspended, or disallowed, in 
whole or in part; and specifying the character of such 
claims; and also, that they cause to be reported the names 
of all persons who at any time acted as the agents or soli- 
citors for said claims, and the persens who received any 
portion thereof, or were interested therein. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to in- 
quire of the gentleman from Maine, whether he 
will not so modify his resolution as to make it go 
back to the 4th of March, 1845? IL hope he will do 
so, as | would be glad to have the information. 

Mr. FULLER. If the gentleman desires, he 
can introduce another resolution to that effect. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 134, nays 36; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Ashe, Averett. Thos. H. 
Bayly, Bartlett, Beale, Bissell, Bragg, Breckenridge, Bren 
ton, Brooks, A. G. Brown, Geo. H. Brown, Buell, Busby, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Clark, 
Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Dunham, East- 
man, Edgerton, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fow- 
ler, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Gamble, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, 


Jackson, Jenkins, John Johnson, 


Daniel T. Jones, Geerge 
W. Jones, J. 


Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, 


Mace, Mann, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, McMullin, | 


MeNair, Meade, Miller, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Mur- 


phy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, | 
Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Polk, Porter, | 
Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Russell, Scurry, David 


L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Smith, 


Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, | 
Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, Stratton, | 


Stuart, Sweetser, Benjamin Thompson, George W. Thomp- 
son, Thurston, Venable, Wallace, Walsh, Washburn, 
Watkins, Addison White, Alexander White, 
Woodward, and Yates—134. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Barrere, Bibig- 
haus, Briggs, Burrows, Caldwell, Chandler, Cullom, Evans, 
Grey, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Horsford, John W. Howe, 
Thomas M. Howe, James Johnson, George G. King, Kuhns, 
Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Morehead, Outlaw, Penni- 


man, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schooumaker, Scudder, | 
Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, Tuck, Walbridge, Ward, | 


Welch, and Williams —36. 

Mr. HAMILTON, pending the announcement 
of the vote, stated that his colleazue, Mr. Ham- 
MOND, Was detained from the House by the severe 
indisposition of his family. 

So the rules were suspended, 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine, demanded the pre- | 


vious question upon the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


4th of March, 1835. I desire that this investiga- 
tion shall be thorough. t 
call for the previous question, if the gentleman 
will withdraw it. 


Mr. FULLER. 


from Ohio that he will fully accomplish his object 
by a separate resolution. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


The mode I desire will 


save a good deal of time, and I wish to avoid the | 


necessity of consuming so much time as a separate 

resolution will require. 

of the investigation, he can persist in his refusal. 
The SPEAKER. Discussion is out of or- 


. Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to request 
my friend from Maine to withdraw the call for 


the previous question. J wish to suggest a modi- |! 


Fuller, | 
Good- | 
rich, Gorman, Green, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. | 
Harris, Hart, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, | 

ar, aday, 8 : rard, T eo. 7, lves, | ~ 
mihyet, etaday, Houden, Sowers, Thome ¥. how, ives, |) Willis Allen, Andrews, John Appleton, 


Wilcox, | 


1 appeal to the | 
gentleman from Maine to withdraw the call for 
the previous question, that | may move to amend | 
the resolution so as to embrace the time since the | 


I promise to renew the 


I suggest to the gentleman 


If the gentleman is afraid | 


— __Jan. 26, 
fication of the resolution, and not ; 
ter | make the suggestion, if the 
not acquiesce in it, [ will renew 
previous question. 

Mr. FULLER. | will hear the suegestioy 
Mr. BAYLY. The suggestion is, that 
practice we are getting into of calling upon = 
heads of Departments for reports to this Hoy<, 
and thus treating, to a large extent, as indene, 


to debate. Af. 
gentleman ¢, 3 
the call for the 


—) 
ent branches of the Executive, is a very bad | 

‘ rn 9 ° ° » Z ‘ Tact. 
tice. The Executive is an unit; the Presiden; 
the responsible man, and when we undertake , 
make these independent calls upon the heads o 
the Departments, we are giving them a 
quence which the Constitution does not con, 
plate. In the early days of this Republic they 
were treated as nothing but head clerks, Ty, 
are pow growling into a consequence, whic! 
think is inconsistent with the spirit of the Cong 
tution. That consequence arises, to a great ex 
tent, out of the manner in which Congress tress. 
them. 

Mr. FULLER. I concur in the main with 4), 
remarks made by the gentleman from Vireinis 
{[Mr. Bayty;] but I do not wish, for reasons hes 
known to myself, to concur in the proposed 
amendment in this case. 

; The question being upon seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tenneesse, called for tellers 
which were ordered ; and Messrs. Harris, of Ten. 
nessee, and CHANDLER were apporeiee. 

_ The question was taken, and there were—ayes 
83, noes 69. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

_ The question now being, Shall the main ques. 
tion be now put? 

Mr. MILLER demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. MILLSON, I wish merely to inquire if 
the House should determine that the main ques. 
tion shall not be now put, whether the question 
must not go over to some other day? 

The SPEAKER. It will go over until Monday 
next. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 125, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Charles Allen, 
Ashe, Averett, 
Babeock, Thomas H. Bayly, Bartlett, Beale, Bissell, Bo 
cock, Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Busby, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Churehwell, Clark, Cobb, 
Colcock, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Edmundson, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gay 
lord, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Grow, 
Hall, Hamilton, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, Ives, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Dar 
ic] T. Jones George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, 
Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Edward C. Marsiiall, 
Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, McLanahan, MeMullin, 
McNair, Meade, Millson, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Na 
bers, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, Peaslee. Penn, Phelps, 
Polk, Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Rus 
sell, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Skel 
ton, Smart, Smith, Snow, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, Strat 
ton, Stuart, Sweetser, George W. Thompson, Thurston, 
Wallace, Wilcox, and Woodward—125 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barrere, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, 
Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Burrows, Cald 
well, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Clingman, Cullom, 
Dockery, Duncan, Evans, Fowler, Goodrich, Grey, Harper, 
Haws, Hascall. Haven, Hebard, Horsford, John W. Howe, 
Thomas M. Howe, Jaines Johnson, Geo. G. King, Kubns, 
Martin, Miller, Miner, Morehead, Newton, Outlaw, Sam 
uel W_ Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Sackett, Scher 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Stan'y, 
Benjamin Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strother, Tay- 
lor, Benjamin ‘Thompson, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, W ash- 
burn, Watkins, Weich, Wells, Addison White, Alexander 
White, Williams, and Yates—63. 


pend 


Is 


Conse. 


v 
y 


So it was ordered that the main question be now 


put. 


Mr. MEADE. 1 understand that the mover of 
the resolution is willing to accept the modification 
suggested by my colleague, [Mr. Bayy,] and give 
the resolution a different direction, that is, instead 
of having it directed to the heads of the Depart- 
ments respectively, to direct it to the President ot 
the United States. I ask the unanimous consen! 
of the House to allow of the modification. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, objected. , 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was passed, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 
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1852. 
ASSIGN ABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. H ARRIS, of Tennessee. 
sent of the House to consider now the 
son pending, to refer the report of the select 


I ask the unan- 


nous C 


nittee, and also the bill from the Senate 

- bounty land warrants assignable, to the 
‘ saat of the Whole on the state of the 
ryion, and that they be made the special order for 
Wi dn ng iy neXt, and from day to day until dis- 


int 


‘ARTTER objected. 

i ARRIS. 1 move that the rules be sus- 
ded | for the purpose. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I request my col- 
saoye {Mr. Harris] to make it Thursday. The 
Mi xican indemnity a and the bill to pay the 

nses of bringing back the American citizens 
/ have been liberated in Spain are yet undis- 
ed of. it is important that these bills should 
ete i apon without del: ay. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will adopt the suggestion of 
league to make it the special order for Thars- 
ext. 

question was then taken, and the rules were 
snended. 

[he question then recurred on the proposition 
er, and make the bills the special order for 
rsday next. 

Mr. JENKINS. 
be in order ? 


The SPEAKER. 


af 
awh 

Mr 

i 


xpe 


i 


Will a division of the ques- 
It will, in the opinion of the 


Mr. "JENKINS I then ask for such devision. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, demanded the 

vious question; which received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 
SPEAKER. The question will be first 
upon referring the two bills specified to the Com- 

tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lI understood the motion 
‘the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Harris] 
was to take up and make them the special order 

rnext Thursday. 

The SPEAKER. That question 
after the motion to refer is disposed of. 

The titles of the bills were then read as follows: 
Senate bill entitled ‘‘ An act to make land war- 
ants assignable and for other purposes,’’ and the 

solution of the House explanatory of an act ap- 
proved September 28th, 1850, entitled ‘“* An act 

ting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
ice of the United States.” 

Mr. ORR. 1 desire to inquire of the Chair if 
he Senate bill has received two readings in this 
House? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. On Saturday, 
the Journal will show, it was read twice, and 
motion was made to refer. 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House, it was taken up and read twice on 






will recur 


Saturday. It was constructively so. 
Mr. ORR. [ only wanted to have it read twice. 


The question was then taken on the motion 
to refer, and it was agreed to. 

So the bills were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is the previous question ex- 
hausted? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

_Mr. HARRIS. Was there a motion to print 

luded in this motion ? 

nT he SPEAKER. There was not. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to have them printed. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair hears no objection, 
and it will be so ordered. 

The question was then taken on the second 
branch of the proposition, to make these bills the 
special order for Thnrsday next, and it was agreed 
to. 

So the bills were referred and made the special 
order for Thursday next. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which these bills were made the 
special order for Thursday next, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which ‘latter 
motion was agreed to. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MR. KOSSUTH 


AND CAPTAIN LONG. 
Mr. SMITH asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
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one’: to furnish this ies , if not incompatible — the 
public interest, all the correspondence between Captain 
Long, of the United States frigate Mississippi. and Mr. 
Kossuth, growing out of an alleged difficulty or misunder 

sanding between the said Captain Long and the said Kos 

suth; and, also, the collateral correspondence, including the 
letters of and to Commodore Morgan and Cousul Hodge, 
arising upon the said nisunderstanding and connected there 
with. 


Mr. BELL 
day. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was, but that it 
was also competent to suspend the rules of the 
Heuse. 

Mr. GIDDINGS objected to the resolution, and 
called for the recular order of business. 

Mr. SMITH moved to suspend the 
enable him to introduce the resolution. 

The motion was agreed to, and the rules were 
suspended. 

‘The question now being 
the reso uuion, 

Mr. SMIT'H demanded the 

Mr. CARTTER. 
alter his resolution 
spondence of the other officers of the 
Ido not think it now embraces that correspondenc: 

Mr. SMITH. Yes; it embraces the whole. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

And, the question being taken, the resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH moved to reconsider the vote on 
the adoption of the resolution, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. BARRERE, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported back, as correctly enrolled, 
an act for the relief of Edward Everett; and an act 
for the relief of the Virginia Woolen Company. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My] purpose is to move to 
suspend the rules, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

[Cries of ‘Oh, no!”’ 
for resolutions !”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
in connection with the business of the House for 
to-day. It must be very evident to every gentle- 
man here, that if we are to proce ed as we are now 
doing we shall accomplish very little. Now, ifby 
general consent, and each member will stand to it, we 

can receive resolutions and bills and petitions, am 
let them be referred; and all that give rise to debate 
be rejec ted, I would be willing to go on with that 
sort of business, and let every member clear out 
his drawer. If the States can be called, I am wil- 
ling to have it done; but directly I yield the floor 
for that purpose, some gentleman will rise and 
move to suspend the rules, and thus the whole 
di ‘y will be lost. 1 am perfectly willing, howe ver, 
if the House will agree to it, that the States shall 
be called for resolutions. 

PRINTING OF THE CENSUS. 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Public 
Printing, reported ‘the following joint resolution: 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Re presenta- 
tives of the United States of Americ 
bled, That the joint committee on printing be directed to 
contract with Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong for printing 
and binding the Census on such terms as they may think 
reasonable and proper, the work to be executed under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and to be paid for 
as it progresses by the head of the Census Bureau, with 
power to abate from the amount stipulated if the work when 
executed shall prove deficient or below the standard which 
my be agreed upon. 


inquired if this was not resolution || 


rules, to 


upon the adoption of 

prev ious question 
I wish the gentleman would 

so as to embrace the corre- 


Mississippt. 


and ‘‘ Let us have the call 


I wish to make a suggestion 


ain ¢€ mmgress assem- 


The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. GORMAN said: Some considerable anx- 
iety has been manifested by the Census Board, by 
the Superintendent of the Census, and by the 
House, upon the subject of this census report. I 
will say to the House, that the Joint Committee 
on Printing this morning unanimously passed a 

resolution that the public printer had not complied 
with his contract in regard to the materials. This 
printing is required by almost every member, and 
I am from day to day—I will not say annoyed, for 
that would be incorrect, improper, and perhaps 
indelicate—but it is insisted upon me that I shall 
do something to expedite this printing. In addi- 


tion to the anxiety manifested by the members of 


the House, the Secretary of the Interior has been 
a good deal annoyed by the manner in which he 


action upon this subject. 
blush, gentlemen 


| the preparatory and pre 
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has been onl le to get this printing forward. The 


Superintendent is also exceedingly solicitous for 


I apprehend that at first 
be under the 


would Impression 


that this printing belonved to the public contractor; 


acts of Congress of 1851], 
it will be seen that it was therein prescril ed that 


but by a reference to the 


such as 


pared and 


liminary printmge, 
the forms and so forth, should be pre 
printed under the direction of the Census Board, 
and all the other printing connected with the cen 
So that 


sus, as Congress may direct. question Is 


not even debatable. There was not one single 
member of the committee, of either party, who 
was not clearly of the vupintion that this print ng 
does not come within the contract with the publi 
printer. 
This joint resolution is offered for the cons 

eration of the House, for the purpose of exped 
ting the printing of the census, it has been befor 


the Senate, but has been postponed bv that body 
f = 1 - . E » * 

for a week or ten days, for the 
tatisucal and historical 
States were being given which 
tors conceived 


reason that certal 
accounts of the seve 


some of the Se 
to be In Violation of tne origi 
‘ensus law. 


a full investigation of 


ed that tl 
1uthorizes the Se 


Now, after 
subject, | am thoroughly satisfi 
, and letter of the law 

retary of the Interior to 
It may seem strange that they should adopt 


ie ex 
ianguage 
do pre isely what he h is 
done. 
something like an historical ofeach county 
in the respective States; yet it is, In my opinion, 
highly proper; and I appre hend that the law clea 


y gives the Secretary of the Interior authority to 


account 


adopt such a form as he vives 
him a kind of hority, 
wrt he has alluded to this. 
It is unnecessary for me at 
single remark, except that gentlemen need be 
der no apprehension that, under the law passed by 


Liouse, if it 


rhtest de gree wilh 


mav prescribe. It 
blank aut and in his annual 


present to rdd a 


the last Congress, this order of the 
will conflict in the sli 
the contract of the print 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to inquire of the cha: 
man of the Committ@e on Printing { Mr. 
—and [ have no doubt he will take pleasure in an 


masses, 


mublic 
GrORMAN 


swering the inquiry—what has been done in rela 
the abstract of the Census, 
ordered last week ? lemen will 
recollect that a resolution was ad Oo} ynted last Mon- 
day, authorizing the Co Printing to 
contract for the printing of one hundred thousand 


tion to the printing of 
; 


which were Gent 


mmiuttee on 
c ples of 


the report of the Si iperin endent ot the 


Census: lished the lst 


a report which was pub 


Jannary in the Globe. I desireto know what has 
been done in regard to th ut matter ? 

Mr. GORMAN. I will answer the gentleman 
That subject was before the Committee on Print 
ing. I addressed a note to the public printer. I 
called upon Mr. Rives, ind [ rlso add ressed anote 
to Donelson & Armstrong. {r. Rives did not 
desire to have anything to do with the matter if it 
came in the least in conflict with the contract of 
the pu lic printer. Although he had it in type, 


he did not wish to print it, until it was directly 
ascertained by the ¢ 
did not interfere with the 
printer. The ré 
he did not wish to be considere 
the w Ly of t public 
ing out his contract. He 

the present, until further acti 
Messrs. Donelson & Rathetee ry also declined to do 
the job. I shall this evening, I presume, if the 
other members of the committee concur with me, 
order the printing to be done; and the document will 
be furnished to the House in a few days. 

Mr. EVANS. It is pretty well known in this 
House of Representatives that there has been no 
single thing in its history for many years past 
which has been a more fruitful source of corrup- 
tion, and a more fruitful source of dissension— 
nothing has been so entirely covered up from the 
notice of members—nothing has been so wholly 
excluded, and yet so badly executed, as this very 
public printing. It has, [ believe, general ly been 
taken by both poiitical parties as a prolific job, 
for the sake of supporting partisan purposes and 
artisan editors in the District of Columbia who 
had no circulation and subscription sufficient to 
maintain their papers. Why, Il ask, are Donelson 
& Armstrong named in this resolution? Whoare 
Donelson & “Armatron g? Why, sir, they are two 
individuals, neither of whom | have ever seen or 


‘ommittee on Printing that 
contract of the pul 
ason assigned by him was, that 
d iS throwing al 
printer’s carry 
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ever known. There are hundreds of practical 
printers in the United States, and why are Donel- 
son & Armstrong inserted expressly In this reso- 
Jution? What are their capabilities for perform- 
ing this work ? W hat are their prices likely to 
be? How many copies of this census report are 
we to have published? Before we rush blindfold 
into this matter, and authorize the Committee on 
Printing to negotiate this contract, let us at least 


know something of the expense to which we are | 


to be put. The Superintendent of the Census has 
prepared, or is engaged in preparing, a volume 
with regard to the census of the State of Mary 

land. IT understand that volume is to be about 
the ordinary size of a volume of the Congressional 
Globe—not, perhaps, as large as that of the first 
session of the last Congress, but about the size of 
that of the second session. It will be a consider- 
able sized folio volume. ‘That is what I under- 
stand. I may be mistaken, but that is my belief. 
I understand that it contains a historical account 
of every county in the State of Maryland, besides 
a complete account the census of that 
involving all of the one hundred questions which, 
by a law of the last Congress, the deputy mar- 
shals were required to ask every individual, or at 
least every head of a family. Now, if a similar 
account is to be furnished of every State in the 
Union—and if this is done for one State it 
should certainly be done for all the States—then 
we shall have thirty-one folio volumes, 
of which will comprise the census of one State 
alone; and if one hundred thousand copies, or 
perhaps more likely five hundred thousand cop- 
ies, we shall involve the country in an expense 
for printing, amounting to millions of dollars. 
Weare going, blindfold, to make this enormous 
appropriation, and I do not know for what pur- 
pose. How many copies, I will ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing, [Mr. Gorman,] 
is !t proposed to publish? How many volumes is 
it expected it will make? And how much money 
is it proposed to appropriate for that purpose ? 
Unless this information can be given, I will never 
consent to give the power which is asked for 


of State, 


in this resolution to any committee however re- | 


spectable, or however honest—and none ean be 
more so than the present Committee on Printing— 
never, sir! What does this resolution propose ? 
It proposes to give the Committee on Printing 

ower to enter into an arrangement with Messrs. 

Jonelson & Armstrong—two gentlemen whom I 
do not know—they may be very worthy men and 
excellent printers. I belive they are the editors of 
the Union. The committee have no discretionary 
powers. ' 
other printers offer lower or better terms, they can- 
not accept them. sut they are required to “make 
a contract with Donelson & Armstrone. They do 


They cannot call in anybody else. if 


not tell us beforehand, nor do we limit them inthe | 


extentof the contract. Why, we ought at least 
to insert, ** Provided, that the expense shall not 
exceed so much,” or, ** Provided, the number of 
copies shall not exceed so many.”’ 
lieve we ought to give an unlimited power to con- 
tract in this matter, and thus to vote away the 
mublic money to any man, or set of men, however 
a denti or however honest, their character 
may be. ‘That isa power which belongs exclusive- 


I do not be- | 


ly to this House, and we have not the right to | 


delerate it to others. 


unless we receive this information, I will 
consent that we should rush on,blindfold, to incur 
this enormous expense now. Suppose this turns 
out to be a profitable job. This Committee on 
Printing have the power to go on, and employ 
Donelson & Armstrong to print as many copies of 


I do not ‘believe any gen- 
tleman will be able to answer these questions, and | 


never 


these thirty-one volumes as they please—for all 


the States ought to stand upon the-same footing. 
If this history of each county is given to Maryland, 
it should also be given to Virginia, and New York, 
and Pennsylvania, and Ohio, and every State in 


the Union. Every State has as much right to have 


the details of its resources and statistics spread out 
at length and printed, as the State of Maryland 
has. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ing that there is to be a volume made out for every 
State, as large as the Congressional Globe ? ’ 

Mr. EVANS. Ido not know. The resolution 
does not state. But I can tell the gentleman that 


I will ask the |! 
entleman from Maryland if it is his understand- | 
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ryland about that size; and if a like volume ts pre- 
pared for every State it will make thirty-one vol- 
umes. 

Mr. JONES. If that is so, 1 will vote against 
having them printed at all. 

A Voice. That for Maryland is prepared as 
a model volume. 

Mr. EVANS. I understand that volume is to 
be a model volume. ho we are perhaps to have 
thirty-one volumes. | suppose we shall have at 
least one hundred thousand copies published. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him whether the volume 
which is being prepared is for the census printing 
or for the State of Maryland: 

Mr. EVANS. As a part of the census returns. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that the whole 
will not make a volume larger than the 
Congressional Globe for the last long session of 
Congress. 

Mr. EVANS. Ido not understand so. But 
I do not want any gentleman to understand me as 
denying the gentleman’s assertion. It may beso. 
But I do say this: we have no positive informa- 
tion upon that subject, and until we have, we 
ought not, blindfold, to adopt this resolution. I 
do assert that this model volume which is being 
prepared, is not by the order of, or for the State 
of Maryland, but for the use of the House and 
Senaie. And if such a volume is to be prepared 
for Maryland, why should Ohio be neglected any 
more than the State of Maryland? And if we 
adopt this resolution without any knowledge of its 
extent, | know no reason why weshould not ex- 
pect to see the whole thirty-one volumes. Let gen- 
tlemen offer an amendment that the whole shall 
be included in one volume, and that the whole 
number of copies shall not exceed fifty thousand 
and the expenses not more than $100,000. You 
will have, then, something reasonable, and the 
House will not be under the necessity of adopting 
the resolution without knowing what it is eer 

I now pass to another branch of this subject. 
We should not pass this matter by lightly. This 
public printing has been the cause of much dis- 
sension here. I now mean to refer to the course 
pursued in the last Congress upon the same sub- 
ject. It was asserted in the last Congress, that 
Messrs. Trenholm and Belt-—the public printers 
to Congress—had violated their contract. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 


returns 


announcing that several bills had passed that 


body.]} 

Mr. E. continued. Now, Mr. Speaker, the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Printing 
{Mr. Gorman] has told us that the committee had 
unanimously concluded thatthe present contractors 
for the public printing had violated their contract 
in the quality of paper upon which the printing 
was done. I want to ask that gentleman if the 
same thing was not done by the contractors for 
the printmg in the last Congress? I want to 
know if it was not proved by testimony intro- 
duced before a committee of this House, organ- 
ized for that especial purpose, that Trenholm 
& Belt had used paper many pounds less in 
weight than that specified by the contract, viz., 
that of say fifty pounds to the ream? I want to 
know if, upon any occasion, Trenholm & Belt ever 
used the quality of paper which they contracted 
to use? Task if Mr. Ritchie did not prove, or if 
Trenholm & Belt did not—for I do not desire to 
mention the name of Mr. Ritchie but with respect— 
l ask if Trenhglm& Belt did not attempt to prove, 
by Mr. Farnham, a bookseller and stationer of 
this city, that the lighter paper which they used 
was not the better paper? I want to know if he 
was not allowed to go on printing upon that kind 
of paper, not only without complaint, but with 
the express approval and sanction of gentlemen in 
this House, many of whom are now here? Yet 
now, when Mr. Boyd Hamilton, of the city of 
Philadelphia, has done precisely the same thing, 
what do the Committee on Printing propose to 
do? I think no one will deny what I say in rela- 
tion to the contractors for the printing of the last 
Congress. The gentleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Orr] was a member of that committee, and 
I call upon him to deny it if I am wrong. 

Mr.ORR. I will state to the gentleman that 
the paper upon which Messrs. Trenholm & Belt 


| contracted to use was to weigh thirty-eight pounds 


tothe ream. They used that weighing thirty-two 


they are preparing a volume for the State of Ma- || pounds. I think the gentleman from Maryland 


| report. 


Jan 
lemnban ae 
stated that fifty pounds per ream was the Weick, 
contracted for. wetigas 
Mr. EVANS. ‘I was wrong in the we; rht. B 
it was proved before the committee of the sins 
UUSe 
SIX 


I 


that these contractors used paper weizhino 
pounds per ream less than that contracted fi, 
made it at the time the cause of a grave 
ous charge in this House, for which | 
myself to great censure. However, 
troversies now sleep with the dead. I donot think 
that any gentleman should allow any s: “a 
to become indelible; let him rather strike jy feos 
his memory. ‘The fact which I desire to bring to 
the notice of this House is, that the same thir : 
which was approved in Trenholm & Belt is now 
regarded by the Committee on Printing as a oreat 
crime in Mr. Boyd Hamilton. Now, what are i 
to do with the public printing? Upto the Twenty. 
ninth Congress it was given to the fortunate news- 
paper editors of both political parties by the way of 
jobs, and it had been a source of great corruption. 
hat Congress determined to put a stop to all 
iniquity which had or might spring out of the pub. 
lic printing. It was therefore determined by that 
Congress that the public printing should be thers. 
after let olt to the lowest bidder. It determinea 
that the old system of corruption and patronace 
should be done away with, and that the printine 
should be let out to the lowest bidder who wr uld 
give good security. Well, what was the conse. 
queuce of that change? Messrs. Wendell & Vay 
Benthuysen, residents of Albany, in the State of 
New York, came on here to Washington, ang 
entered into a contract with the Secretary of the 
Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
as directed by law, and they performed the public 
printing at certain specified prices, and as soo; 
they had finished the printing they informed the 
House that they had lost fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand dollars by the contract. I must say they 
printed the documents required to be printed by 
them upoa inferior paper and with inferior ink; 
they did not more than ordinarily delay the pub- 
lic printing, but did it in good time—certainly did 
not delay itas much as it latterly has been—and 
they manifested in every way a spirit of determin- 
ation to comply as nearly as possible with the 
terms of the contract. Now let us see the effect, 
Wendell & Van Benthuysen, having lost money 
by that contract, did not become bidders for the 
printing of the Thirty-first Congress, if I recollect 
aright—for I have not the documents by me, but 
trust to memory, and if I am not accurate genitle- 
men will correct me. The bidding was to be relet 
for the Thirty-first Congress. ‘The prices of Wen- 
dell & Van Benthuysen were well known, and 
they had a memorial before Congress by which it 
was shown how much they bad lost by their con- 
tract—-some fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, 
Now bidders had everything before them to en- 
able them to make their bids fairly, honesily, 
jusily, and uprightly—and what was the result? 
Mr. John C. Rives was one of the bidders, and 
Mr. Towers, a practical printer in the city of 
Washington, was another. Wendell & Van Ben- 


and ser 


subje ted 


let those ; on- 


ich thing 


the 


| thuysen were not bidders, but Messrs. Trenholm 


& Belt, two persons entirely unknown to any- 
body, except to some printers in the city of Wash- 
ington personally acquainted with them, and to- 
tally unknown to every member of this House, 
were found to be the lowest bidders, and very 
low bidders, considerably lower than the prices of 
Wendell & Van Benthuysen, upon which prices 
those parties had lost fifteen or twenty thousand 
dollars. Well, sir, Messrs. Trenholm & Belt went 
on with the printing, and partially executed 1, 
and in so doing—without meaning any unjust re- 
flections upon them—if I recollect aright, and if I 
do not I will take occasion to correct it hereafter, 
the great mass of the documents was long delayed 
in the delivery, and, if I am not mistaken, the 


| President’s message was not delivered to us unl 


about the month of July or August of the long 
session. It was a subjectof great complaint upon 


| the part of members. 


Another fact was developed, and it is contained 


| in the sworn testimony taken before a select com- 
mittee, 


There were certain documents Jaid upon 
the tables of members, as specimen numbers, for 
them to look at, as is usual here when public doc- 
uments come out—for instance, the Patent Office 
But documents of the same kind, 1”- 
tended for distribution, are always left in the fold- 


\ing-room. Upon an examination by this select 








in. 26, 
the wee 


Cight. B 
the Hy, 
iZiine Six 
ted for, I 
Pand sep 


Ssubje . 


rut 
ise 


ei 
‘4 


those eo ‘ 
OnNOt thin 
such thi: 
ke i fy 

to bring to 


mame th 


elt is now 
, aS a reat 
hat are we 
e Twenty. 
NALE he We. 
the way of 
Orrunty 

P to al 
of the py 7 
ed by | 

d be there 
leterm ned 
patro: wre 
€ printing 
vho we d 
the Conse 
deli & Van 
re State f 
ngzton, and 
ary of th 
sentatives 
the nub 
a8 soo 


ormed the 


enty thou- 
say they 
printed by 
ferior ink: 
y the pr 


“ t 
rtainiy did 
be en—a id 
* determ 
> with the 

the effect. 
St money 
ers for the 


I recoiiect 
y me, but 
ate reitle- 
to be relet 


3 of Wen- 
lOWn, and 
y whicl 
their con- 
dollars, 
1emM to en- 
honestly, 
the result 
iders, and 
he city of 
Van Ben- 
Trenholm 
n to any- 
of Wash- 
n, and to- 
is House, 
and very 
e€ prices 0! 
ich prices 
thousand 
Belt went 
ecuted it, 
unjust re- 
t, andif | 
hereafter, 
i delayed 
aken, the 
fo us untl 
f the long 
laint upon 


contained 
elect com- 
laid upon 
nbers, for 
ublic doc- 
lent Office 
kind, in- 
» the fold- 
his select 


T 


—=- 





1852. 
mittee it was discovered that those documents, 
— were laid upon our tables, were printed 
eh ' 

eae paper, and with good ink; but those 


1 mf 
ye = 
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the document-room, folded up and requiring to 
' broken open in order to examine them at all, 
wt printed upon paper six or eight pounds less 
: weight, and with ink which cost several cents 


eg per pound, and were every way different from 
aia contract. Here wasa fraud attempted to be 
slaved UPON members and upon this House. 

Now, what was the upshot of this whole mat- 
ter of public printing ¢ I must return one moment. 
it was proved in the testimon y—and I go upon the 
»etinony and nothing else—that when Messrs. 
Trenholm & Belt took this contract, and entered 
they declared they did not take it for the 


cones of fulfilling it, but that they expected to 
ake Congress sick of this whole system of con- 
act prinung, and make them return to the whole 
, system of giving out the public printing to 
ors inthis city. It is proved that they de- 
Jared, before they took the contract, they took it 
st low prices for the very purpose of breaking up 
the contract system. ‘They came forward, not- 
withstanding this proof of iniquity, and made a 
claim upon the House of Representatives, which 
would have amounted, I am told by practical 
printers, and those who understand their business, 
Se the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, be- 
cause they had a hard bargain, notwithstanding 
tuey took the bargain for the purpose of breaking 
yp the contract system. Now, how did it event- 
yate? It turned out that ‘Trenholm & Belt were 
men of straw. The real contractor was Mr. 
Ritchie, then the editor of the Union. Mr. Ritchie 
was the actual contractor, and went security for 
Trenholm & Belt, and thereby became his own 
security, they being merely nominal parties, and he 
came forward and asked of this House indemnity, 
which, it was stated, amounted to two hundred 
thousand dollars. It was not declared that this 
was the amount in money, but was covered up in 
indefiniteness, as itis in this resolution. What 
did he state? He acknowledged his paper did not 
weigh enough. He did not pretend to deny it, 
but justified himself by saying the lighter paper 
was the better paper. ‘The matter was discussed, 
at the last Congress, elaborately and at length, by 
members upon both sides of the House, and very 
ably diseussed too, and Mr. Ritchie was, by cer- 
tain members, justified in using lighter paper. 

I wish to call the attention of Congress to this 
one fact, that Congress adopted the contract sys- 
tem, and that contract system was faithfully ob- 
served during the ‘'wenty-ninth Congress, and 
during the Thirtieth Congress Messrs. ‘Trenholm 
& Belt took the contract with the express declara- 
tion that they intended to break up the system, 
and force Congress to come back to the old and 
corrupt system, and they nearly succeeded in it. 
They got their bill through the House, and would 
have got it through the Senate, but for want of 
time. But it not having been done then, it be- 
comes necessary for this Congress to step forward 
and do it—to abandon the contract system, and 
go back again to the corrupting old method of 
giving it out to selected favorites and partisan 
editors, 

Ido not care what amount may be honorably 
and reasonably realized under a fair contract by 
the gentlemen named in this resolution; if they 
succeed in obtaining the work, I trust they may 
meets with just and proper success; neither do I 
oppose the resolution because Donelson & Arm- 
strong are Democrats. If I know myself, I would 
say the same thing against Gideon, of the Republic, 
and Gales & Seaton, of the Intelligencer. 

But 1 feel assured that this is a part of the old 
exploded and heretofore-defeated scheme, to force 
Congress to go back to the old corrupt system, 
and abandon the contract system. For that rea- 
son they have brought in the resolution to-day, 
Which says we shall print the Census, without 
‘ling us how many volumes it will make, how 
much it will cost, and how many copies, but goes 
on to designate the names of the very men who 
are to have it, and nobody else. 

Every gentleman in this House knows that this 
ought not to be. Every one is aware that a fair 
held of competition should be opened to all, and 
‘hat we should give that fair arena without fear, 
favor, or affection. 

he honorable gentleman says the Committee |, 
unanimously agreed that Boyd Hamilton is not || 
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entitled to this printing. I call the attention of 
the House and of the hunorable gentleman trom 
South Carolina, |Mr. Orr,]} to the fact, that the 
great effort made in the last Congress, and the 
strong grouad upon which Mr. Ritchie fastened 
himself, and the heit of his argument was tus, 
that Congress had taken the Census prinung away 
from Mr. Ritchie when he was entitled to it as 
public printer; at least, so it was agued upon the 
other side of the House. Now, they have come 
to the conclusion that the public printer is not en- 
utled to this same printing. Is notthatso? Mr 
Ritchie argued so, and contended ably for it. | 
examined this question with great care, and | think 
it was the great ground he had, if he had any. 
And before this Congress is over Mr. Ritchie will 
come forward in this House, and claim indemnity 
upon this very ground. He will be here, my word 
for it, asking that real or imaginary losses curred 
during the last Congress shall be made good to 
him. He may perhaps obtain it, for he is power- 
ful; he holds in his control the destinies of mem- 
bers of Congress. And Mr. Hamilton thus 
disadvantage, that he is no partisan editor, while 
Mr. Ritehie was. Hence there is sympathy ° and 
there ure votes, for the one; and no sympathy and 
no votes for the other. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Was is not upon 
the ground that Mr. Ritchie was deprived of the 
prinung of the proceedings in relation to the death 
of General ‘Taylor, and of some Supreme Court 
cases, that he claimed indemnity ? 

Mr. EVANS. The gentleman is mistaken. Mr. 
Ritchie sent in a letter, assenting to the prinung, 
in a northern city, of the proceedings in reference 
to General ‘Taylor. 

Mr. FULLER. Was not that after he offered 
to give up the contract?) And was not that one of 
the jobs Mr. Ritchie claimed as falling within his 
contract, and upon that ground that he claimed be- 
tore Congress that he was relieved from the con- 
tract? 

Mr. EVANS. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, 
I will state this—and | wish to state nothing un- 
fair—Mr. Ritchie did certainly claim he hada 
right to print the obituary notices of General 
Taylor, but he came forward voluntarily, and by 
a letter addressed to the Speaker of the House, 
expressly waived all right to perform such print- 
ing, statmng that it would be much beiter, and 
much more speedily executed elsewhere. ‘Thus, 
I say, he delivered a message to this House, ex- 
pressly waiving his right. 

So with regard to the opinions of the Supreme 
Court, in the celebrated passenger cases—Norris 
rs. the city of Boston—those cases which, at the 
time, excited so much interest. Mr. Ritchie claimed 
about $36,000 for that printing, which was very 


has 





special 
The committe e determined 
was 
actually paid $12,000, as | shall always believe 
wrongtully and improperly. Mr. Ritchie con- 
tended that he was entitled to a dollar for every 
page, or every line—I forget which —of these doc- 


session of the Senate. 


| uments, and he sent in a bill of $36,500 for print- 


ing these opinions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. The committee examined it, and 
said it came to $500, and that was the whole 
amount he was entitled to; but they pushed it so 
strong, that the Secretary of the Senate allowed 
Mr. Ritchie $12,500, more than twenty times what 
this contract made it. But all this is collateral to 
the matter in question. 

Mr. Ritchie did say that the census printing 
belonged to the public printer, and made an able 
argument to prove it, and members of this House, a 
great body of them, assented to it, and the commit- 
tee to which it was referred, I think, reported in fa- 
vorofit. Now,theCommittee on Printing comes in 
and says it does not belong to the public printer. 


| It did belong to the public printer when Mr. 
Ritchie was such, but it does not when Mr. Ham- 


ilton is public printer. I do not say whether it 
does or does not, and this House has not inquired 
It has not made a proper 
investigation. But it becomes this House, and is 
consistent with decency, with honor, and with 


| propriety, before it passes this resolution, to in- 


quire whether it does belong to the public printer, 
and if it does not fall to Mr. Boyd Hamilton, to 


| inquire where does it fall, and to whom it does be- 


long. 
I should like to have some gentleman to tell me 
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why it was that the contract was not proposed to be 





given to John Doe or Richard Roe, or somebody 
‘That Donelson & Armstrong 
most part of 


sacrince 


elise? is putin here 


is the matter. It 
part of 


portion 


mysterious this 


seems to me to be a upon the 


Donelson & Armstrong of a considerable 
of that fortune they have been all 


acquiring for the 


their lives in 
Government. I 
am aware of the patriotism of our citize ns, that 
they wall yield up their lives upon the battle-field, 
that the V will give away estates for 
that they will give ap their all in 
the Government, but 


benefit of the 


then taxes, 
orde r to support 
this 


seemms to be a sublime 


I never yet knew a pul lic printer that 
has not professed to have lost money by 
tract, and why Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong 


should be pr ked out and pressed into this resolu 


Sacruice, 


} 
his con 


tion to be sacrificed, to sustain the loss which 
they must inevitably as public printers, and I 
never knew it othe wise, l cannot tell. I do not 
know why their destruction is resolved upon. I 


protest, as the friend of Donelson & Armstrong, 
with whom | am 
being thrust into this losing busines 


‘ 1 
not ul qu unted, aguinst their 


A 
rw Why 
does not the Louse 


pass a resolution saying that 


the contract shall be let out to the lowest bid 
der for cash, who comes with good security, the 
Government furnishing the pape: Look to the 


State of Massachusetts, which prints highly cred 
itable documents. If gentlemen will seethe books 
published by order of that State, m our Library, 
they will acknowledge that they are creditable. 
So it is with the State of New York, all the New 


England States, and, | might add, of almost all 


of the States. The only printis in the w he le 
country that 1s wretchedly and miserably exe- 
cuted, at the highest pra e, that of the Gov 
ernment of the United States. It is a disgrace 
to them. The English, French, and Russian 


Governments furnish us with their public docu- 
ments, which are magnificently printed and ele- 
gantly bound. 
American would be ashamed to know in a foreign 
country. if this House resolves that the census 
printing shall be let out to the lowest bidder, the 
Government furnishing the paper, and the 
tractor to be paid for composition and press-work, 
and nothing else, we will have it well printed, and 
will ourselves get rid of the suspicion, that 1 am 
sure every member will be unwilling to be attached 
to himself, that Donelson & Armstrong are receiv- 
ing an extraordinary pecuniary 
Your contract will be well executed, and millions of 
dollars, perhaps, will be saved to your Treasury. 
You «will receive documents in good time, and, I 
will repeat, you will divest yours lves of all sus- 
picion. F 
be weighed down, as | know they will if you allow 
Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong to be put in here 
Members are too virtuous, too intelligent 


We send ours in return, which an 


con- 


compensation 


Your consciences, in future time, will not 


to here 
subject themselves to the suspicion of making a 
. Lshould like while Iam upon the floor, that 
somebody would tell me why Messrs. Donelson & 
Armstrong 
tion ? 


ww, 


and put into this resolt 

I do not want Gideon, of the Republic, I 
do not wantany Whig to be plan ed there. lf you 
make a job of the matter, say so, and let the Dem- 
here if 
you go upon principle | demand, if Boyd Ham- 
ilton is not entitled to it, that it shall be let 
out by contract. 
the eve of a presidential campaign, a formidable 
press to be sustained out of the Treasury I can 

not believe it. l would disdain to see either Whigs 
or Democrats in this House, building up political 
power in this manner, and | know there are as 
vigh and honorable men in the other party as are 
to be found anywhere. Do you seek to build up, 
on the eve of a presidential campaign, in the city 
of Washington, a formidable press, the expenses 
of which are to be defrayed out of the Treasury ? 
Is that vour design? 

Mr. GORMAN. I apprehend that the gentle- 
man, if he will look at the proceedings of a former 
extra session of Congress, he will find that the 
contract was taken from the Democratic public 
printers, Messrs. Blair & Rives, when the Whig 
party were in power, and $100,000 voted into the 
pockets of Gales & Seaton. ‘That is an answer to 
the zentleman’s inquiry. 

Mr. EVANS. do not know whether that is 
a fact; but the gentleman asserts and I believe it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have the vote here. 

Mr. EVANS. If it be, as the gentleman states, 


are selected 


ocrats have it, for they have a majority 


Is it proposed to build un, on 
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it was a miserable piece of swindling, and unwor- 
thy of an American Congress; 1 do not stand by 
it. & wash my hands clean of it, for it was 
a disgrace to the country. I hope the gentle- 
man will not urge that example by a former Con- 
gress, for the action of the present one. Donelson 
is a man of talents, and has distinguished himself 
in the councils of the country, or at least in its 
service abroad. I seek to take nothing from him. 
1 am willing to see him prosper fairly and honor- 
ably, but not by this job. 

Mr. GORMAN. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man, which is the most euphonious to his ear 
Gales & Seaton, or Donelson & Armstrong? 

Mr. EVANS. Gales & Seaton are not more 
euphonious than Donelson & Armstrong. I never 
voted a job to Gales & Seaton, nor to any body 
else, and never will. This whole matter 1s all so 
vague, so misty, so floating, that | cannot make 
out from it any certain statistics; but were IL to 
venture a guess, I would say that $500,000 profit 
mizht be made out of this job. Here is an amend- 
ment that a partisan press shall be set up, encour- 
aged, and paid out of the public Treasury to 
endure forever. Gentlemen will find, if that 1s the 
design, that it will bring down this evil upon their 
own heads. These men, inflated by prosperity, 
having filled themselves to repletion with the pub- 
lie patronage, will wreak vengeance upon some of 
you. They will turn upon you if you step over 
the line they have marked out, and woe unto him 
who censures any doctrine they advocate, for his 
political grave will be dug! That will be the pay 
you will receive for your services you now do them. 
Partisan editors of both parties forget when pros- 
perous, their friends, and wreak their vengeance 
upon those who dissent from their dogmas and 
their dicta. When | have another opportunity 
upon a similar question to this, | promise the 
House to bring out all the facts with regard to the 
public printing, in a speech of less than an hour 
mn length, and will show them such a system of 
fraud and corruption as would be disgraceful to an 
American Congress longer to sanction. Il hope 
we will do nothing of the kind proposed in the 
resolution. I do not object to Donelson & Arm- 


strong, if they can get iton afaircompetition, As 
fair competitors let them have it, and I will say 


amen to it. I wish them success in their paper. 
When under the editorship of Mr. Ritchie, and 
when it was edited by Donelson & Armstrong, 
it advocated principles which I professed, and sus- 
tained measures which I sustained, and I honor 
them for it. I believe it also maintains the great 
compromise principles which have been passed 
here. Those measures I defend, and those meas- 
ures they have defended. The present editor, I 
believe, has never forsaken the great broad Union 
ground which embraces the whole government, 
and for that I honor him, and wish the paper suc- 
cess and prosperity; but not for that or anything 
else they can do will I mix in the the dirty mire of 
miserable polities to give them public plunder, or 
to enable any partisan press to control offices, and 
finally to control the very members of this House. 
Mr. Speaker, I hope the House will pardon me 
for detaining them so long upon this question. | 
hope it will consider the intrinsic importance of 
this proposition. I assure every gentleman, no 
matter what his politics are, that if he will exam- 
ine into the subject—and it will not take much 
time as the documents can be all found in the pro- 
ceedings of last Congress—he will find that it is 
worthy of his most serious examination, and he 
will discover that this one single job will come to 
one twenty-fifth part of the whole expenses of the 
Government. I repeat, that it is worthy of our 
consideration, and I trust every one will see the 
necessity of letting out this contract to the lowest 
bidder, the Government furnishing the paper upon 
which the matter is to be printed. We will then 
get it done honorably and honestly. I move the 
following amendment: 

To amend by striking ont “ Donelson & Armstrong, ” 
and to insert “the lowest bidder for cash, the Government 
furnishing the paper.”’ 

Mr. VENABLE. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
much gratified—being called out of the House by 
business—that I returned during the discussion of 
this question. I should have been exceedingly 
unwilling to have had it passed without expressing 
my opinion and giving my vote upon it. When 
I say this, I do not suppose that any expression 


of opinion I can present will control that of indi- || last. You will find them very accommodating in | 


viduals of this House. But, sir, I have been at 
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all times unwilling that this subject of public print- | 
ing should pass from before this House unl the | 


country should understand, and fully understand, 
all that was meant by this corrapuon fund. 


We | 


have heard gentlemen make great objections to let- 
tung the printing out to the lowest vidder, which | 
has been denounced all around this House as a | 
miserable failure; and, by way of amending it, it | 
is proposed to let it out to the highest bidder—by | 
way of relieving the House from difficulty they | 


let it out to the highest bidder; that is, they limit 
the committee; they designate the individual with 


whom that committee is to make the contract, and | 
they cannot make a contract with anybody else. 


Now, | should suppose 

Mr. GORMAN. The contract is to be made 
upon such terms as the committee shall deem rea- 
sonable. 


Carolina if he supposes the gentlemen composing 


I ask my honorable friend from North | 


the Committee on Printing will make the contract | 


upon terms unreasonable and unjust to the country 
and the Government? 
Mr. VENABLE. 
minded man. 
tuir purpose. 


My gallant friend is a fair- 
I know he has no purpose, but a | 
Why not say, the committee shall | 


contract with some person to do the public print- | 


ing ? 
W hat claims have they upon us, or upon the 
country? Mr. Donelson has been called the ad- 
ministrator of General Jackson’s opinions. I say, 


Why give it to Donelson & Armstrong? | 


he is administrator not only in his wrong, but in | 


General Jackson’s wrong 


Aye, sir, he has no |} 


claims upon me, or upon those whom | represent. | 
1 felt the influence of his power during the last | 


summer. I will never pay a man to whip me. | 


can get itdone cheaper. [Laughter.] The Union | 
paper contains the highest }'ederal doctrines— | 
doctrines with which | never had any sympathy, | 


and never can have, and therefore it has no claims 
upon me. 
would oppose it, whether it had claims upon me 
or upon those whom I represent. I oppose the 


to be narrowed down, and the contract. given 
to a single individual. If there were one hundred 
men in the country who sell bread, can you say 


If it held the best of principles, | | 


| principle, by which the offer for this printing is | 


that the hungry shall trade only with one man? | 


There can be no question upon that subject. 
Why are Donelson & Armstrong suggested ? 


Do we mean to give away the public printing as | 


a pension ?—propose to make the public printing 
a tax upon the Treasury—and say that the present 
system of giving it to the lowest bidder is a bad 
one? I can differ with gentlemen upon a princi- 
ple, and respect them because they have a right 
to their opinions. They assertthem independently 
and act upon them; but I can feel no such sympa- 
thy or respect when the question becomes one of 
plunder. 1 know where it begins, but not where 
it ends. Then I ask, is the committee restricted 
to a contract with Donelson & Armstrong, and 
Donelson & Armstrong alone? If that is so, they 
have some claims upon us. Let those claims be 
pointed out. 


Let them tell the country, and let | 


us all know how great pension they are entitled | 


to. 
tlement, we will know when we are done paying. 
If a pension is to be given, Jet us know how 
much we are giving. 


tion, and give the committee the discretion to make 


the contract with individuals who shall execute it | 
in the best manner and for the ieast sum. I will go | 


with my friend from Maryland (Mr. Evans] in the 
proposition that the Government should furnish 
paper, and we should leave nothing but the me- 
chanical work to the printer—pay the printer what 
his work is worth, and give him fair rates. I shall 
never consent to make a sort of contract where no 


man in this House but a practical printer ever | 
knows how much is to be drawn from the Treas- | 


ury for the purpose of filling the pockets of one 
here. 


eration. I have seen men made public printers, 


| the organs of parties, and thus fixed upon them, 


of whom the fabled story of Sinbad the Sailor’s 
** Old Man of the Sea”’ is a very striking illustra- 
tion: He first rode by charity, and ended in de- 
manding to ride by right. They are right gentle- 
men at first, but there is no getting rid of them at 


Let us fix the amount, so if we make the set- | 


If the contract for printing | 
is to open it to the world, open it to all competi- | 


| who has, for the time, the favor of a majority | 
The remarks made by my friend from | 

“ ¥ . | 
Maryland [Mr. Evans] deserve thorough consid- | 


| and party allegiance shall be so strone 


| do it. 
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their first essays in playing a tune, but soon » 
you those in which you can perceive no har = 
and which it is a great inconvenience to | aa 
pelled to dance to afterthem. I can ne a 
that the funds of this Government 
been collected by taxing the people 
for the purpose of giving pensions to any 

y ° . .* ‘ y ind 
vidual. While lam willing to pension the «4, 
and take care of his widow and orpha — 
ward of actual services—while I am willing to, 
all claims of that kind, I am not willing ae 
any individual and give him the means of | 
wealthy outof the public purse, and to place him |. 
a posiuion in which he has an opportanity ae 
public opinion, simply because he is an editor of » 
leading journal disseminated extensively throy., 
out the country. I want no man to make on 
opinion for me, nor do my constituents desiy; 
| hope I shall never see the time when p 


Ver cohsen, 
’ which have 
; shal| be take 


ns—the re. 


) S@ie 


COMI ne 


AFty ties 


Se ly fixe 
upon me that I shall be willing to sacrif, € prine:. 


ple for the purpose of advancing the Position , 
standing of any one. I do not mean, under o», 
circumstances, to give a votein which I shal] mx. 
to part with the principle for the purpose of py», 
moting“the aspirations of any man to the Pres 
dency. Thank God,Iam foot-loose. | represey: 
a constituency that require me to be foot-loog: 
who have returned me by a large majority, | 9», 
foot-loose, and bound by no party ties or objic 
tions which require me to abandon any priney, 
which I have asserted. [ will take Occasion t 
say, while 1 abhor the consolidation doctrines 
which have spread over every sheet of the Unig 
newspaper, while [ naturally abhor and egchoy 
them, if the editors will do the printing ay 
cheaper than anybody else, they are welcome tk 
If a Mahometan or Mormon will do th: 
printing better and cheaper than anybody else, | 
am willing to pay for it. I trust there will be 4 
decided etlort in this House, to keep this printing 
out of the hands of any men who will be Jik: . 
to make use of so great a power in the presidep- 
tial campaign. I prefer a practical printer who is 
not an editor; al I hope we will not be called 
upon to give fuel to kindle a fire that will give 
power to any machinery which will generate , 
miasma over the whole length and breadth of the 
country. I take this occasion, and am glad of the 
opportunity, to say, that in regard to the vot 
which I shall give upon this question I consider 
myself as detached from any sort of obligations 
to sustain any man’s pretensions for the printing 
neither will I vote for any man for the Presidency 
who does not in his avowed opinions come up t 
my views of what a patriotic, constitutions 
American statesman ought to hold and adhere t 

I have been much entertained as well as amuse, 
within the last few days, by the revelations maé: 
in the discussion between several representatives 
from Massachusetts. There was disclosed by 
the recrimination between those accomplices in 
abolition what I always believed—that both th 
Whigs and Demoerats, as a party, in that State 
were deeply hostile to the peculiar institutions o! 
the South. I had no interest in such a contest, 
except for the information of the people whom! 
represent. I shall take occasion to circulate thos 
speeches freely amongst them, that they may ! 
the highest evidence of the correctness of those cot- 
clusions with which I had made them familiar! 
my intercourse with them. It was a battle | 
which I desired the full exhibition of prowess 
both sides, and that at the close of the combat, by- 
standers would have to do the kind office of burt 
ing theslain. Governor Boutwell carried the Stale 
because he and his friends bid higher than the 
competitors at the auction. A bid of one quart 
of a dollar more by the other side would have car 
ried the day against them. The price was th 
consideration; the offices and emoluments wet 
irresistible. Did the Democracy coalesce wi) 
the Abolitionists? Let those representatives ¢ 
that State who here denounce them, say W'! 
they voted for Mr. Winthrop? They profess | 
be satisfied with the compromise, and yet supp°" 
Mr. Winthrop, who within a few days after t 
passage of those measures, voted in the Senate '' 
a bill abolishing slavery in the District of Colu 
bia. He bid for the Abolitionists of Massacht 
setts; endeavored to revive agitation on the slavery 
question, and upon that achievement was nom 
nated as a candidate for Governor. He did » 
bid enough, but showed a willing mind. Tho# 





Jan. 26, 


hall be tak; 


n the sold on 


en party ‘f 


on d ICLrines 





n will do th 


im glad of th 


on I consider 
of obligations 


epresentatives 
that both the 


uch a contest, 
eople whom | 


S of those con- 
em familiar 


1e combat, by- 
office of burn- 
rried the State 
er than their 
of one quartet 
ould have car- 
yrice was the 
luments we! 
coalesce wil 
esentatives 0 
2m, say Wi) 
ey profess t 
id yet suppor 
lays after the 
the Senate for 
ict of Colum 
of Massachi 
on the slavery 
nt was nom 





1852. 


who supported him ; steer: 
of any tampering with Abolitionists or com- 
‘sons with them for power. He spread the 
i of agitation to the breeze, and was sus- 
«ned by the Whiesofhis State. Ihaveno interest 


‘the matter further than the truth of history is 


“erned, : 
corials we are called onto rely upon inthe hour 


i 
1 


af rial. It will teach my constituents that lam no | 


-mist, and that I have told them thetruth. It 
. evident, from all the circumstances, that both 
erties had a common purpose, but neither party 
} | nV feeling for us. I am neither malignant nor 
otful. If my temper is excitable, it is easily 
eased; but there is one thing which I never 
‘yy to do, and that is, to fawn upon the hand 
. strikes me. No, sir, I will never do it. I 

never be brought to sustain the pretensions of 
» man for the Presidency who is not a republi- 

who does not distinctly acknowledge State 
§ vereignty and State rights upon the principles 


W 


‘their great apostle, Mr. Jefferson; who does not 
niedze himself to arrest agitation of the slavery 
syestion, and carry out the fugitive ‘slave law by 

the power with which he ts clothede I[ will 

ke no compromise here. | opposed every meas- 
re of the compromise except the fugitive slave 
y: and I regretted that 1 was not able to defeat 

of them against which I voted. The State to 
which | owe my allegiance, and the people whom 
| represept, were willing to try the experiment 
of these measures, as they had become a part 
of the laws of the land. They are a law-abiding 
people, and Lacknowledge the authority of the will 
of my people. I voted for the fugitive slave law; 
ind it is the only one of the compromise measures 
for which I voted. 


Ido so cordially or not. I will say, that I have 
changed no opinion as to the character of these 
measures, and | feel now asI felt then. My con- 
stituents feel now in regard to this subject, as 


every good citizen ought to feel, a strong desire 


for the repose of the public mind by a general ac- 


guiescence in and faithful execution of these laws. | 
| am for preserving the Government upon the | 
principles of the Constitution, and for obedience | 


to the law in every part of the United States. So 
faras | am concerned, the recipient of my vote for 
President must be willing to carry out the law of 
the land. 


ing to resort to the highest remedy without the 


most serious cause and the general approbation of | 


a majority of those who felt the grievance of un- 
constitutional oppression. When 
gentlemen upon principle I can understand them. 
lt may be that I shall be compelled to act with gen- 
tlemen with whom I differas to some minor ques- 
tions not involving great principles. But when it 


isa perfectly clear and conclusive indication that | 


the difference between us will be about plunder, 


and not about principle—about the disposition of | 


the offices and emoluments of Government, there 
can be neither co6peration nor confidence. Lrepre- 
sent a plain, unsophisticated, agricultural people, 
who do not look to this Government for anything 
by way of support. They acquire an independ- 
ence by cultivating the earth. They do not look 
here for laws to put money in their pockets, nor 
to the Federal Treasury to supply their wants. 
They labor not only to supply themselves, but to 
aid in maintaining here an efficient and economical 
Government; to manage affairs in which all the 
States are concerned; and I can vote fur no measure 
which is to take the public treasure to sustain a 
paper which sets itself up here as the organ of any 
particular party. I will vote for no measure 
which will place an immense money power in the 
hands of metropolitan editors, and thus add to 
their peculiar advantages for forming public opin- 
ion in the next presidential canvass. 

sut, sir, 1 do not wish to be misunderstood. I 
must ask the indulgence of the House for a short 
time longer. Having been exceedingly unwell all 
‘he morning, I had not anticipated this debate. 
Nothing would have induced me.to make a single 
remark now, but that I had determined since the 
commencement of the session that upon the very 
fariiest opportunity I would be distinctly under- 
stood upon those great questions which now so 
much agitate the public mind. In order that I may 
not be misunderstood, I ask gentlemen to attend to 


the remark that [am aboutto make. When I say || Those who did so, were placed in a false position. || 





and asa recorded evidence of what sort | 


| and | will not support any such nominees. 


But though I acquiesce in | 
them, no man has a right to inquire asto whether | 


I have no sympathy with those who | 
are disunionists per se, and have never been will- | 


I differ with | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


have but little cause to com- | I wanta fair, free fight in the next presidential can- 


vass, | mean that | desire that the people may 
have some hand in arranging the preliminaries and 
making the selection between the individuals pre- 
sented as candidates for office. Lam very far from 
objecting to a candidate because he 1s the nominee 
of the Baltimore Convention. Indeed sucha nom- 
ination would highly recommend him to my 
choice. Such an expression of preference by that 
body would demand and receive my respect. If 
he should be sound, true, and capable, frank and 
honest in the declaration of his republican doc- 
trines, desirous for the repose of the country, and 
the faithful execution of the laws, the fact of his 
nomination would recommend him to my confi- 
dence and secure my zealous support. 

But, sir, the Baltimore Convention might make 
anomination of those who do not answer this de- 
scription—who do not possess these qualifiations; 
No 
party ties shall induce me to perform an act by 
which I lose my self-respect. | am not ignorant 
that all liberty—all that 1s valuable in free govern- 
ments—have been often lost agreeably to the 
usages of parties, and in due form of party disct- 
pline. An empty shadow takes the place of sub- 
stance—the power transferred to the few from the 
many, and the screws of party discipline may be 
applied to crush all who have independence to 
speak the honest convictions of their own hearts. 
Should they nominate a man who dodges votes, 
and who is not to be found in his place when vital 
questions are to be decided—whose letters and 
communications require a second Daniel to inter- 
pret them—or, like the riddles of antiquity, give 
employment and reputation to a second Gidepus 
for his skill in unravelling the mysteries which 
they contain; or, like the Delphic oracle, which 
made response to a certain king, who inquired 
whether he should go to war with the Romans, in 
the following oracular words: ** Ibis, redibis, nun- 
quamque pevibis’’—words admitting the double 
translation: ** You shall go, you shall return, you 
shall not perish’—or ‘** You shall go, you shall 
not return, you shall perish.’? The inquiring king 
took the first interpretation—he went, he did not 
return, he sorted. Other followers of the pro- 
pounders of oracles have in recent times renewed 
the experience of this ancient king—they inter 
preted for themselves—they went, and did return, 
but sadly beaten in the struggle. 

The handwriting on the wall and the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar were explained by the prophet; 
but in these days we are without prophets or 
priests, Experience must be our instructor, and 
history our guide. I desire a matter-of-fact man, 
whose heart delights in an honest declaration of 
his opinions; who will leave plain men, like my- 
self, in no doubt as to his meaning. No conven- 
tion can have authority to discharge a candidate 
for the highest office in the gift of the people for 
such a frank and open avowal of his views. 
Timidity and reserve presuppose a state of things 
which must create distrust. No honest politician 
dreads the disclosure of the fixed convictions of 
his mind. There is a captivating beauty about 
the boldness of integrity. You see it in the fear- 
lessness, in the demeanor even of a child who has 
never been depraved by deception. Conscious 
purity of purpose desires no concealment. A 
triumph of principle binds honest men together; 
but woe to that party who are united only by the 
system which derives its strength from the desire 
of plunder. Should that Convention give us the 
man who does not require and would scorn to have 
a new version put on his declarations—one who 
will not hesitate to declare that he holds the re- 
publican doctrines of Mr. Jefferson, our acknow!l- 
edged leader,—I say Mr. Jefferson, because | 
think it unwise to refresh ourselves at the branch 


when we can come at the spring. Besides, sir, 


‘we have had many mutations and interpolations 


in the creed since his day. Although having 
the highest confidence in the purity as well as 
the great ability of General Jackson, | never 


adopted or approved of many of the doctrines of 


the proclamation. 1 adhered to him, however, 
and none feel a more profound reverence for his 
services and his memory than myself. I would 
not abandon him, as some did with whom I agreed 
about everything but some doctrines of the procla- 
mation, and go over to a party with whom I dis- 
agreed about everything, and the proclamation too. 
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The explanations of the Globe of that day and the 
conversations with Mr. Ritchie in some measure 
sofiened the sternness of the text, but rt left a hazy 


fog in the atmosphere which caused small! objects to 
loom in the distance. You have experienced this, 
sir, doubtless, when in a morning mista cow would 
seem to be as large as an elephant. I preter are 
turn to the clear bright republican days of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, for whom General Jackson cherished the 
most profound regard. We to that 
simple unsophisticated republicanism of the pure 
and palmy days of our country, before the dis 
tribution of fifty millions of money. and whole 
empires of land gave means of temptation 
and corruption, and placed in the hands of Con- 
gress the control of jobs by which opulence may 
be attained in a few months or a year. To such 
a candidate who believes in the sovereignty of the 
States, | care not whether he approved ot disay 
proved of the series of measures called the com- 
promise, but who is determined to execute the laws 
and preserve the repose of the country, there will 
be such a gathering as we have not seen for many 
years. 

To endeavor now to agitatethe public mind on th 
measures of the last session would be the extrem 
of folly. The most of them are res pe rfecta © 
ifornia is a State. Texas has accepted the t 
millions, Utah and New Mexico are complete m 
their organization as Territories, and the other 
laws stand on the statute-book. Who would en 
gage in the peurile, as well as wicked purpose of 
again agitating the public mind, without any pros 
pect of a good re sult? 


must return 


tne 


And whilst | do not ap 
prove of a policy which would assume the neces- 
sity of sustaining those laws of last session by a 
buttress of resolutions this session,and whilst [ do 
not perceive the wisdom of making the move, and 
amend the Constitution which recognizes its imper 
fections and provides the mode of amendment, I 
am utterly averse to any course which would re- 
vive agitation or revive discontent. 

Mr. POLK, (interrupting.) 
man to order. 

Mr. VENABLE. Will the gentleman state his 
point of order? 

Mr. POLK. My point of order is this: That 
I cannot see what connection the coalition in Mas- 
sachusetts, and the State-rights doctrines have to 
do with passing a resolution about public printing, 
and as a general charge that he is laying about so 
loose that I cannot see what he is at myself. 
[Laughter. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in obedience to 
what’ seemed to be the desire of the House, did 
not feel at liberty to arrest the course of remark 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina. The 
Chair, however, the point being raised, feels called 
upon to say, that, in his opinion, the gentleman is 
wandering from the question before the House. 

Mr. VENABLE. I think I can 
Speaker that I am not wandering from 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is very well sat- 
isfied that the remarks of the gentleman have been 
irrelevant. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. Will the gentleman 
from North Carolina allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. VENABLE. I want first to put myself 
right with the Speaker. 

Mr. HOWE. I merely want whether 
we are to understand that you will not vote for 
Cass or Douglas? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
remarks of the gentleman from North Carolina are 
not inorder. _ 

Mr. VENABLE. And I propose to show that 
the course of remark which I was pursuing 

Mr. SWEETSER, (interrupting.) I ask for 
the enforcement of the rule. The gentleman from 
North Carolina being called to order, and the 
Chair having decided that he is out of order, he 
must take his seat, under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from North Carolina is not at liberty, 
under the rules, to discuss the presidential ques- 
tion upon the proposition now before the House, 
and that his remarks were consequently irrel- 
evant. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
proceed in order. 

Mr. WILCOX. I hope the gentleman wii: be 
permitted to proceed with his remarks, and that 


I call the rentle- 


satisfy the 


the ques- 


to ask 





I hope I may be allowed t, 
































































































































































































896 


the same latitude of debate will be extended to 
others. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that my colleague 
have leave to proceed in order. ' 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the pro- 
VOs8IIION ? 

Mr. SWEETSER objected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuiine- 
MAN’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. VENABLE, (resuming.) I profoundly 
recret that I should have been so unfortunate in 
presenting my views, as that any gentleman, or 
the Chair, should have supposed that I was out of 
order. I was arguing to show, that my objection 
to the proposition to give this printing to 2 par- 
ticular individuals named in the resolution, might 
rive color to the charge that this House were sus- 
taining a press with the view of giving it weight 
in the coming presidential election; that this Con- 
gress was making themselves a party to such 
an arrangement, and identifying themselves with 
a party struggle by pensioning a press, which 
would be aetive in the formation of public opin- 
ion. It seems to me that this was relevant, as an 
argument why the printing should not be given to 
Donelson & Armstrong. I assure the House, 
however, that I had no purpose to say anything 
that was not directly relevant to the subject before 
us. But suppose that this proposition—as is not 
the case—hmited the committee to bargain with a 
notoriously corrupt man—and I am only putting 
an extreme case—it would then be certainly in 
order to say that the resolution was wrong, be- 
cause it limited the committee to bargain with a 
very unsuitable person. And that was the whole 
drift of my remarks. Such a press, fed by the 
Government out of the puolic Treasury, might 
succeed in forcing upon the country one who was 
not suitable for the object in view. The commit- 
tee, in no event, should be limited by a vote of this 
House to any particular individual, inasmuch as 
it narrowed down the field of selection, and must 


result, in the progress of events, in a system of | 


favoritism, which neither the principles of justice 
nor the good sense of the people would tolerate. 
When called to order by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Poik,] I had yielded the floor to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Howe,] 
who asked me whether | would vote for General 
Cass or Mr. Douglas? I hope it is not out of 
order to be respectiul to the gentleman, and I re- 
ply—that | drew a character for whom I would 
not vote; if it fits no person, it damages no one; 
if it does, itis his fault, not mine; but I declime to 
make a personal application of my remarks upon 
the call he has made. I have now said what I 
intended to say relative to the Presidency, and 
what I have said was legitimately connected with 
the subject-matter before the House. I have said 
it because 1 think it due to the country, that its 
representatives should not adopt an indirect sys- 
tem of pensioning the press. No editors of the 
journals of the country should be enabled by jobs 
thrown in their way to make a fortune out of the 
Treasury for mere party purposes. I appeal to 
this House to say whether it is proper that this 
job should be appropriated in the manner which 
this resolution proposes, merely because a major- 
ity of this House have the power to doit. If the 
House desires to elect a public printer, let it be 
done, and the rates and compensation fixed. But 
it certainly wrong to do so by indirection. 
Every man should have his just dues. But if it 
is a bad plan to let out the public printing to the 
lowest bidder, do not adopt the other extreme of 
letting it out to-the highest bidder! If we pass 
this resolution, and give the contract to Donelson 
& Armstrong, we exclude competition; and if they 
will not do it at what the committee consider a 
reasonable price, you will have no printing done, 
or you will have this subject back again in this 
House for discussion. The whole matter will have 
another hearing and another decision. I trust the 
time is near for us to havea printing bureau, asa 
part of our organization, and the printing executed 
ee our own employees—when the whole work 
shall be done.by us, and the entire matter be un- 
der our own control—that the time is near when 
we shall get rid of this job work—this bleeding the 
Treasury in order to obtain the means of propa- 
gating particular political doctrines, and for the 
purpose of controlling public sentiment. We 


is 
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te 


hs ve already had a good deal of experience in this | 


matter. I have lately seen at least one article pub- 











lished in an organ, and editorially introduced, as 
possessing the entire proportions of the original 
publication, when, in fact, one half of the original 
article which it professed to quote, was excluded, 
and the portion republished was turned to an en- 
tirely ditferent purpose from that designed by its 
author. The first part published apparently as a 
whole was quite unexceptionable, and this latter 
portion which did not appear giving an offensive 
character to it all. It reminded me of Milton’s 
archangel, ruined, still beautiful and imposing in 
the upper portion of his person, but very much 
deformed about the lower extremities, (laughter. ] 
For myself I decline to give such papers the pub- 
lic patronage. While 1 am for paying to the last 
cent every man in our employ, and while J am 


for making a liberal allowance for that time— 
while | am unwilling that any man_ should 


work for me, or the people [ represent, or the 
government to which [ belong, without a full, 
tair, liberal, and generous compensation, yet I de- 
mand that our accounts shall be settled in a busi- 
ness-like manner. I wish to know for what we 
are contracting. When the bargain is to be made, 
all the printers in the country, all the press of the 
country, should be invited to come into fair and 
honorable competition. Let the committee receive 
propositions from any who may propose to do the 
work, and then let them decide as they may think 
proper, according to the merits of the several com- 
peutors. Lam in favor of the amendment of my 
iriend from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] that the pa- 
per shall be furnished by the Government, and 
the names of the individuals in the resolution be 
stricken out. 

Mr. GORMAN. Will the gentleman from 
North Carolina allow me for a moment? That 
gentleman is aware that Blair & Rives did the 
printing for the last census. Now, the price paid 
in that case may be a guide for the price in this. 
Now, I ask the gentleman from North Carolina, 
if he supposes any committee composed of honor- 
able men, and honest men, who have the letting 
of that contract, will, for the purpose of allow- 
ing any party to make money for any political 
purpose or any other purpose, make an arrange- 


ment for this census printing at rates above those | 


generally paid for the same kind of work? 

Mr. VENABLE. The gentleman knows that 
I do not doubt the honesty and integrity of any 
member of that committee. 

Mr. GORMAN. Then I hope the gentleman 
will not continue to insist that the course of pro- 
ceeding proposed in this resolution will result in 
corruption. If I supposed myself capable of an 
action of this kind, | should consider myself un- 
wortby of a seat in this body. 


Mr. VENABLE. It was no part of my pur- 


pose in making these remarks, to implicate my | 
honorable, gallant friend, the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on Printing. I know that he would recoil 
from contamination or the suspicion of corruption 
with the sensibility of a wound—his nature is too 
elevated, and hisheart too pure. Thisis also true 
of honorable gentlemen connected with him upon 
that committee. I have the highest confidence in 
them, But they are not practical printers. They 
do not understand the art and mystery of printing, 
and therefore I say that the contract should not be 
given unconditionally to Donelson & Armstrong, 
and leave them to set their own prices. Besides, 
1 will show that the census printing under Blair & 
Rives was very different from the census printing 
now, and that the prices of printing and paper are 
now greatly below the rates at the date of their 
contract. 

Mr. GORMAN, If the gentleman will allow 
me I will tell him that one member of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, upon the part of the Senate, 
{[Mr. Hamuin,] is a practical printer. 

Mr. VENABLE. That makes the chance a 
great deal better. But, as I was proceeding to say, 
1 will show that the census printing under Blair 
& Rives was a very different matter from what 
the census printingis now. We have been shown 
that it will take volumes upon volumes to com- 
plete it. The office of Superintendent promises to 
fill the coming decade. I have not stated, nor do 
Lintend to state, what Blair & Rives made by 
that contract. They confess to a large amount 
made by contract, and it is theirs. But if I have 
made an improvident bargain once, and did not 
avoid the mistake the next time, then experience 


: would be worthless. Welearn nothing if not made 


| their denunciations. What claims have they yop 


more cautious, and we repeat the same bl 
It is best that you should strike out the na 
the individuals designated from the re 
They may obtain the contract if they 
it cheaper and better than anybody 
prudence demands that whenever this 
made, that propositions should be rec 
any and all practical printers to do the me, 
work, and the Government furnish the p 
ask, and I hope some gentleman will tell me 
Donelson & Armstrong are to have this printine 
Il ask again, and I receive no answer, Se 
they selected from all others to 
What peculiar claim have they ? 

Why should they not have jt? 
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Mr. VENABLE. Why should they have it: 
They have no claims upon me that I know of 
They have held me up in common with those wit 
whom I have acted as Southern fanatics COSeer. 
ating with Northern Abolitionists! They have, 
nounced us in the strongest terms which they wen 
capable of using. ‘They have no claims upon me 


and I wish to let them know it. 


A course 


as this journal has pursued can never create » 


claim ugon the confidence of those who receives 


the Government? What 
than any other printers? 


4 


claims have they mors 
What more than Blair 


& Rives—more than Boyd Hamilton, already ex. 
ecuuing a ruinous contract, struggling with the 
embarrassments arising out of that contract, and 
claiming this printing at our hands? R jis q job 


of practical printing, and practical printing 


ala 
alone; 


| but Boyd Hamilton is no editor, merely an hyp. 
| ble laborer at the press. \ 
know—and the question has not been answered— 
from whence and how did this claim of Donelsoy 


| away. 


| VENABLE. ] 


& Armstrong originate? 


Then I should like t 


Mr. Speaker, 1 have spoken plainly, because | 

| think plainness and candor becoming and proper, 
I have, without resentment, given expression to 

| the convictions of my understanding, and the feel- 
ings of my heart. I mean to act independently 
and without any concealment of my views. The 
time when I had feelings of resentment has passed 


The assault upon the old line Republican 


State-Rights Democracy was, so far as I was con- 


cerned, fierce, but impotent. 
of events is not so easily obliterated. 


But the memory 
I believe 


that we are deeply responsible for the dissemina- 
tion of unsound opinions—more so, indeed, than 


for criminal acts. 


The one is a general and ex- 


tensive evil; the other limited it its effect, and dis- 
| armed by the deformity 
that my spirit chafed when I saw in a paper pur- 
porting to be the organ of the party to which, from 
my youth up, I had belonged, denunciations on 


those, the gravamen of whose offence was, that 
they concurred with Jefferson and the Republican 
fathers—that they adhered to the ancient Repub- 
lican landmarks, and venerated almost to idolatry 
The selection of the editors of 
that organ as the peculiar favorites of this body is 
the exclusion of all others—the extinction of any 
chance of competition; a selection which, to be 
just, must be founded upon acknowledged public 
| Service and extraordinary individual capabilities. 
No evidence of either has been furnished, and! 
insist that so extensive and costly an operation be 
submitted to the ordinary competition which the 
custom of the country has made law; that the law 
requiring the printing to be let by contract to bid- 
| ders be complied with, for it is unrepealed, and 
that our present printer at least have a chance to 
recuperate from the effects of a b d contract, by 


the Constitution. 


chance for a better one. 


Mr. NABERS. 


summer and the last fall. 


Mr. VENABLE. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will merely say, that I was elected by one 
thousand four hundred and forty majority of the 


voters in my district. 


| Mr. NABERS. I will say to the gentleman, 
|| if that will give currency to a speech, I was elec! 
'| by three thousand majority of the vote 
|| district. ButI am going to speak 


of the vice. I confess 


I shall take particular pleasure 
| in paying a little attention to a few of the 
vations which have fallen from the lips of th 
tinguished gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
I am prepared, tos lot 
preciate his allusion to the Washington Union. 
And I am prepared, to a limited extent, to appr 
ciate the feelings of the gentleman, for he has, no 
doubt, felt the weight of that paper during the last 
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leated in the Washington Union, and before 
fee t00. And by the by, without mean- 
the pe" jightest disparagement to the gentleman 
North Carolina, or his constituents, I will 
that | was elected by a constituency equal in 
ence with those of the gentleman to whom 
nose, briefly, to reply. Now, I ask, what 

‘ie thing has Donelson & Armstrong done? 
wi t breach of the law have they been guilty of, 

«they are to be condemned here, in connection 
), the resolution now under consideration ? 
have been teaching consolidation! 
Now, I 
+ to gentleman upon this floor, Have the 
that paper been engaged in teaching 
-vealism, or consolidation? or have they only 
ted from the gentleman’s particular views 
‘these things? ‘To be more explicit, have they 

rted from the text, or from the gentleman’s 
omentary upon the text? I wish to know that. 
while the rentleman charges upon that. paper the 
cpleation of such sentiments as have fallen from 
ling to-day, I desire to know if it may not be 
\ eile that he, too, might possibly be mistaken 
vith regard to the true and orthodox doctrines of 
he Democratic party? Who are Donelson & 
{rostrong? I never heard them charged as Con- 
wiatiomsts and Federalists until 1851. Never ! 

Vr. ORR. I call the gentleman to order. 

Cries of **Go on!” **Go on!’’] 

Vr. ORR continued. I hope the gentleman 
gil] be allved to proceed in discussing the resolu- 
ion before the House; but it seems to me this de- 
hte would be much more appropriate in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

“A Memper. Then let us go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was not disposed 
ty arrest the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Nasers] in the course of his remarks; but it cer- 
yisnotin order to discuss the subject pro- 
yosed to be discussed by that gentleman. His 
irks, in the opinion of the Chair, are irrele- 
sant to the subject. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
have liberty proceed. 

Mr. McMULLIN.  Lask the gentleman from 
Mississippi to give Way in order for me to move 
an adjournment, 

(Cries of ** Oh no!” **Oh no!?’] 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I desire to inquire of the 


Chairif this matter will not come up to-morrow 


n 
m 


with 
Why, they 


mor have been teaching Federalism ! 
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TheSPEAKER, It will come up as unfinished 
Mr. MeMULLIN. 
House do now adjourn. 
The motion was acreed to; and 


Then I move that the 


The House adjourned till twelve o’clock to- | 


morrow. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. WASHBURN gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill entitled ‘* An act for shortening the transit of the 
wails between New York and London.” 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 

by Mr. JOHN W. HOWE: The petition of E. F. Curtis, 
of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a law making 
and Warrants under the act of 1850 assignable. 

Also, two petitions from sundry citizens of Butler and 
Beaver counties, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to estab- 
isha post route from Butler county to New Brighton, in 
beaver county, via Petersville, Evansburg, Zelienople, 
id William Butt’s Store. 

by Mr. PORTER : Five petitions, signed by over three 
hundred citizens of Marion, Shelby, and Macon counties, 
Missouri, asking the establishment of a post road from 


Hannibal to Bloomington, via Warren, Oak-Dale, Shelby- 
vile, &e, 


I move that the gentleman 


by Mr. GOODRICH : The petition of E. P. Day and | 


others, for an appropriation to defray the expenses incurred 
‘y contributors of articles from the United States to the In- 
dustnal Exhibition in London. 
by Mr. ROBINSON : The proceedings of a public meet- 
“§ Of citizens of Lawrenceburg, Indiana, praying a divis- 
0 of Indian Territory southwest of Missouri river, and 
“defining the limits of Nebraska, and for other purposes. 
0, the petition of Thomas Hamilton, John C. King, 
= thers, of Decatur county, Indiana, praying for the 
“Be tment of international arbitration, &c. 
7 Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Tennessee: A preamble and res- 
“uhons bearing the following title, viz: ‘* Land Reform.” 
a... solutions adopted at a public meeting of the inhabit- 
= of fie county of Dearborn, State of Indiana, convened 
or wn of Aurora, in the said county, on the 16th day 
January, 1852. recommending a reform in the land laws 


* the United States, and thatthe publie lands be granted in | 
els to actual settlers for cultivation, free of ex- | 


Small ‘pare 
‘tion by the Government. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


By Mr. HORSFORD: The petition of sundry citizens 
of Ontario county, New York, praying for an appropriation 
to reimburse to individual contributors to the Industrial Ex 
hibition at London, the expenses which they have been 
obliged to pay. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Walter R. Jones and 
others, asking Congress for the immediate establishment of 
a Mint of the United States in the city of New York ; to 
gether with a statement of the amount of gold bullion 
received at the port of New York from California during 
the year 1851. 

By Mr. EDGERTON: The petition of Nathan Averill 
for a grant of land. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Henry county, Ohio, for 
a mail route from Kalida, Ohio, to Adrian, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Williams county, Ohio, 
for a wail route from Bryan, via Nimrod, West Bufialo, and 
Lakes Corners, to Nettle Lake. 

Also, the petition of Amiable Brileau for remuneration 
for losses in the Revolution, as a refugee from Canada, and 
for a grant of land. 

By Mr. GAYLORD: The petition of E. G. Coulson, and 
240 citizens of Morgan county, Olio, asking for the uncon 
ditional repeal of the fugitive law. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: A petition from citizens of 
Union and Perry counties, Pennsylvania, desiring the estab 
lishment of a post route from Millestown, Perry county, to 
Mifilinsburg, Union county. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of C. P. Stickney and 
616 others, legal voters of Fall River and Taunton, in Bris 
tol county, Massachusetts, praying for the passage of tariff 
laws for the benefit of American citizens. 

By Mr. APPLETON, of Maine: The petition of Eben 
ezer Evans, for increase of pension; and 

Also, the petition of the children of Joseph Dale, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. ASHE: The petition of Thomas F. Ganse, pray 
ing for additional compensation, as deputy marshal, to 


take the Census. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 27, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. More@an. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 22d instant, a copy of a 
letter ** from Colonel Benjamin Huger to General 
George Talcott, bearing date at Fort Monroe Ar- 
senal, November 5, 1850;’’ which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
poeencan containing a statement of the Marine 





fospital fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1851; which was read. 
Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Burns, assistant marshal of the county of 
Davidson, North Carolina; the memorial of R. B. 
Morisey, assistant marshal of the county of : 
North Carolina; the memorial of Thomas F. 
Gause, assistant marshal of the county of New 
Hanover, North Carolina; the memorial of Rich- 
ard Fauntle, assistant marshal of the county of 
Chatham, North Carolina; the memorial of R. 
Barnes, assistant marshal of the county of Jones, 
North Carolina; the memorial of H. Currie, as- 
sistant marshal of the county of Robeson, North 
Carolina; the memorial of Edward Vail, assistant 
marshal of the county of Sampson, North Caro- 





| lina; the memorial of Charles W. Lee, assistant 
{ marshal of the county of Johnston, North Caro- 


lina; the memorial of John D. Hawkins, jun., 
assistant marshal of the county of Franklin, North 
Carolina; the memorial of John P. Pitt, assistant 


; marshal of the county of Edgecomb, North Caro- 


lina; and the memorial of P. A. Jones, assistant 
marshal of the county of Granville, North Caro- 


lina; praying additional compensation for taking 


the Seventh Census; which were referred to the 


| Committee on the Judiciary. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the memorial of Charles Bingham, United 
States marshal for the southern district of Alabama, 
and his assistants for taking the Seventh Census, 
praying additional compensation; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition of the Bar 


| of Georgia, praying that the salary of the district 
| judge of the United States for that State may be 


increased; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
Mr. FISH presented the memorial of George 


| Griswold and others, citizens of New York, pray- 


ing the establishment of a United States Mint in 


| that city; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Finance. 
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Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
Cc mrneil F for 
carrying the mail between New York and San 
Francisco twice a month by the Nicaragua route; 
which was referred to Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY submitted documents in sup- 
port of the claim of W. F. Russell to indemnity 
tor property destroved by the | 
in Florida; 
of Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of the 
heirs of Elisha Merriman, a revolutionary soldier, 
praying a pension; which the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the 


compensation for services rendered and supplies 


us 


Vanderbilt, proposing to contract 


the Committee on 


nited States troops 
which was referred to the Committee 


was referred to 


netition of Jaseph Smith, sen., praying 


furnished the United States in the Black Hawk 
war; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


Also, the petition of Orris Crosby, praying an 
increase of pension; which to 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SOULE presented the petition of the Ger- 
man Society of New Orleans, praying that the 


was referred the 


transportation of passengers on steamboats on the 
western waters may be regulated by law: which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Caroline L. Eustis, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Silas L. Loomis, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Hans Nelson, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committec Naval Af 
fairs. 


on 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di« 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
the Oneida Indians, and that it be referred to the Commit 
tee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
John M. Meltntosh, and that it be referred to the Conmit- 
tee on Public Lands 


Mr. W ADE, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Lieutenant 
John H. Patterson, reported ** That the prayer 
of the petition ought not to be granted.”’ 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of José Bava, reported, 
‘* That the prayer of the petition ought not to be 
granted.”’ 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Phebe Glover, 
submitted an adverse report; which was read. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the peuution of Joseph Hill, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
John M. Simonton, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the petition of John 
S. Devlin, administrator of Elijah J. Weed, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief 
of the securities of Elijah J. Weed, late Quarter- 
master of Marines, deceased. 

The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of Nancy 
Wright, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for her relief. 


| ‘The billwas read and passed to the second read- 


ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of Robert Jamieson and Benjamin Wil- 
liamson, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 

| for their relief. 
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The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Healso, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of N. Kuykendall, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief. 

‘The bill was read and passed to the second read- 


ing. 


Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
D. D. Mitchell, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a till for the reliefof Lieutenant Colonel Mitch- 
ell, of the State of Missouri. 

‘The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. STOCKTON, from the Committee on Na- 


val Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 


Wm. A. Christian, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Foreign 


Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 


G. Thomas Howard, reported a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of William 
Bedient, late a sergeant in the 4th regiment of 
artillery. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CLEMENS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtamed leave to introduce a bill to 
extend the benefit of the act to regulate intercourse 
withe Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the 
frontiers, approved the 30th of June, 1834, to the 
people of the State of Texas, and others; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on [Indian Affairs. 

On the motion of Mr. WHITCOMB, the bill 
introduced by him yesterday, entitled ‘A bill 
granting the right of way and making a grant land 
to the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, in aid 
of the construction of a railroad from Wabash to 
the Missouri river,’? was read a second time and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


GOVERNMENT WAREHOUSES. 

Mr. HUNTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate the number of public warehouses 
now leased by the Government, the places where leased, 
the periods for which they are leased, the terms upon which 


they are leased, and the amount expended upon them for 
labor and other purposes. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of enlarging, re 
pairing, and refitting the principal apartment heretofore 
occupied by the Library of Congress, so that it may be en- 
tirely fire-proof and capable of further extension in har- 
mony with the general plan of the Capitol, upon the removal 


of the Senate and House of Representatives and their of- 
fices to the wings of the Capitol. 


NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law that appointments in the naval service of the United 
States shall hereafter be for a limited time, which shall be 
expressed in the commissions. 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM K. LATIMER. 


The Senate, on the motion of Mr. HALE, 
proceeded to consider the following resolution, re- 
ported from the Committee on Printing: 

** Resolved, That two thousand additional copies of the 
charges and specifications, before the court ofinguiry against 
William K. Latimer, a captain in the Navy of the United 
Statea, and the accompanying papers, which were ordered 
to be printed, be printed for the use of the Senate.”’ 


Mr. BORLAND. wish to call the 


character of that 
. : ; 
The proceedings of the court of in- 


I simply 
attention of the Senate to the 
resolution, 
quiry, in the case of Captain Latimer, were called 
for by a resolution of the Senate, and when they 
were received they were referred to the Commit- | 
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tee on Naval Affairs. The usual number of copies 
of those papers was ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate, on the recommendation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. This is a proposi- 
tion to print two thousand additional copies. 
Committee on Printing directed me to report in 
favor of the resolution, and | have doneso. My 
opinion, however, as an individual Senator is, 
that the resolution ought not to be adopted. | 
say this without reference to the merits of the 
question involved in the papers, but simply be- 
cause I think itis contrary to the rule usually acted 
on, thatis, to refuse to print additional numbers of 
copies of papers of this sort. ‘They relate, as | 
understand it, simply to a personal quarrel be- 
tween individuals, end the printing of the papers 
will be, to that extent, taking a part by the Senate 
in the quarrel. No public interest, that I can see, 
is to be advanced by the publication. If the par- 
ties desire that the public should be more generally 
informed on the subject, let them print these copies 
at their own expense, and send them out to the 
country. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the attention of the Senate, 
and I will not occupy its time for five minutes. | 
haye read these papers. They relate to two of 
the most important questions that can come before 
the Senate. ‘They relate to the government of the 
Navy. ‘They relateto the rights of junior officers, 
under alleged oppression by their superiors. It 
must be manifest to everybody that they are ques- 
tions of high interest. I do not pretend to pass an 
opinion upon the merits involved in the case; but, 
I tell the Senate, that these papers relate vitally, 
to the rights of every junior officer under a supe- 
rior. And what strikes my mind with more force 
is, they relate to the rights of every private sea- 
man in the Navy of the United States. They 
have been submitted to the Naval Committee, and 
ordered to be printed. The usual number has been 
ordered to be printed; and it seems to me, on ques- 
tions of this magnitude, if we have a report of the 
Committee on Printing, it is but a small matter to 
print two thousand copies of an official document, 
relating to the most vital questions that affect the 
American Navy, and not, as I understand, to a 
mere private and personal quarrel. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I have but one word to say 
in relation to this matter. I suppose this document 
was communicated, in the first place, for the ac- 
tion of the Senate, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. In addition to that, it is 
now proposed to print two thousand extra copies 
for distribution. for whose information are these 
two thousand copies to be printed? Is it for the 
information of the American people at large? 
is it for the information of a few select individuals, 
outside of the Senate Chamber, outside of the walls 
of Congress? 
answered. 

If this is a question for the action of the Sen- 
ate, it is proper and right that the document should 
be printed, in order that each Senator may exam- 
ine it for himself. But I can see no earthly good 
to be effected by printing these additional num- 
bers. Ido not know what portion of the commu- 
nity is to be enlightened by the printing of two 
thousand additional copies of this document. If 
it is a document of high importance; if it is one 
in which the American people feel a deep interest, 
ten thousand or twenty thousand copies should be 
printed. It seems to me that the motion does not 
go far enough, on thisaccount. The fact that the 
resolution only proposes to print two thousand 
copies satisfies my mind that it is for the purpose 
of distributing this document among a very few. 
I have not read the document, and from what has 
been seid of it, I cannot conceive that it would be 
of the least interest to any portion of the people of 
the State of Missouri. It may be of interest to 
the officers of the Navy, for aught know, Itmay 
be of interest to persons connected with the Navy. 
Ifso, ascertain the number actually necessary, and 


place them at the disposal of the ‘Secretary of the | 


Navy, fordistribution. For my own part, I do not 
desire to be troubled with documents of this char- 
acter. 
pose my distributive share would be one sixtieth 
part of two thousand. What disposition to make 
of such a number I do not know. 


Mr. HALE. 


this opposition. I believe that yesterday we or- 


dered five thousand extra copies to be printed of | 


the geological survey of the State of Iowa. 


The | 


Or | 


1 would like these questions to be 


If this resolution should be adopted, I sup- | 


I am exceedingly sorry to meet | 


| lish the testimony at all. 
That |} out. 


Jan. 27 
oe ’ 
is a matter certainly more local than this W 
have printed extra copies of documents ah... 
everything under heaven; and, not Satisfied y, 
printing documents abouteverything under jye, 
we have gone into the clouds, and printed ¢ ‘a, 
numbers of documents containing spécules, . 
upon storms, for whose information I know = 
for the action of what body I know not. ” 
If the Senate will look into this document - 
will find it as [ stated; it relates to vital an)... 
portant questions pending before the country ; 
rights of junior officers under su eriors, and - 
rights of sailors. | carefully avoided, whey | ,... 
up before, expressing any opinion on the a ; 
of the controversy involved in this case, bey 
it seems to me, that if there ever was a eine 
document that ought to command the respems) 
consideration of the Senate, and ought to | 
them to print such a number of copies as 
enable this question to be understood, it ; 
one, which relates to the rights, the interes 
protection, and guardianship of a class of 4 
can citizens, who are without protection, 
without guardianship, if they do not find jt jy ; 
legislation of Congress. I refer to the gai 
The question of their rights is before the Se 
Here is a document containing the proceedings 
a court of inquiry, touching that very may 
Here is a report showing what the action of 
Government has been on that very questi 
Here is a report which shows the constryeti 


With 


\ 
ve 


u 
W 


| which the head of the Department put@upo 


administration of the law in that particular, U 

a question of this sort, when we ask to have syeh 
a document printed, it is objected to. The hop. 
orable Senator from Missouri finds fault that 
have not asked for a larger number. Perhaps jj 
I had been brought up in a larger part of | 
country, where the boundaries of States 
larger, and the rivers are larger, and everything 
is larger, 1 might possibly have inculcated larg; 
ideas, and asked for the printing of ten thouss 
copies; but I come from a modest part of th 
country; and, therefore, when I ask for the print. 
ing of a small number of copies, I hope thai 
fact may not be made to prejudice the claim which 
I make, if it is small. 

Mr.BERRIEN. Mr. President, assuming thet 
this document contains those important questions, 
which it is said by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire are embraced in it, his argument is perfeety 
conclusive to prove that the Senate ought to in- 
form themselves of the contents of these papers 
If they really do involve questions which are 
portant to the rights and interests of officers 
the Navy, and of the sailors belonging to that an 
of the country’s service, it behooves the Senate 
to inform themselves of these questions; and 
it be necessary to regulate their legislating accord- 
ing to the information which is communicated, it 
is the duty of the Senate to require that | 
should be printed. But the argument of the Sea- 
ator from New Hampshire does not proceed 4 
single step, unless we mean, according to whist 
seems to be the propensity of the day, to look 
yond this Senate Chamber for legislation, and 
voke instruction from without. I do not perce 
that there is any, the slightest ground, for the ex- 
penditure which is proposed to be incurred on this 
occasion. Relying upon the statement of ! 
Senator from New Hampshire, [ should think 
my duty to adhere to the original recommenda’ 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs. Upon ther 
recommendation this document was printed for 
the use of the Senate; and I intend to inform my- 
self of its contents for the guidance of iy Jude 
ment; but I do not feel that I am under any 
gation to distribute two thousand copies of [i's 
document among the people of the United Sts 


' to invoke their aid in the formation of my opinion 


I am opposed to the resolution. ; 
Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know whethe 
it is proposed to publish not only the charges 
the finding of the court, and the opimon of © 
Secretary of the Navy, but also the evidence | 
the case? 
Mr. BORLAND. 
Mr. PEARCE. 


No, sir. : a 
I should still like to kno¥ 


| precisely what it is.that is to be published. | cat 


not understand what we are to publish figm “* 


| reading of the resolution. 


Mr. BORLAND. It is not proposed to pv 
That is all to bee 
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his, W » PEARCE. It may possibly be necessary 
nts al the vindication of the officer ch: irged, that his 
Sfled y the should be printed with this document. | 
er heay + tell what ought to be printed until I see the 
nted ex svg, Unless we can know exactly the state of 
€CUlations q ase, | am opposed to this printing. 

Know } Vr BORLAND. I will state to the Senator 
| rp resolution does not propose to publish the 
nen nony at all. It leaves out a large portion of 
ta port, and it seems to me that if the purposeis 
unt \jjzhten the public in regard to the matter, the 
8, a e of the proceedings and testimony should be 
hen | shed. We should thus involve the publica- 
the alt a very large book, for this is one of the 


ey DE est documents that has ever come before us. 


sas Mr. HALE, How large a pamphlet will this 
re 
to | “Mr. BORLAND. About one hundred pages. 
is \ Mr. STOC KTON. I desire to say that I can- 
ae : see the propriety of pul blishing a document 
eresis, y before the Senate for its action. I may be 
ot A but it does appear to me that as we are 
Nor ¢ to act upon the subject, all that is necessary 
ud it ; is to have the papers printed for our own 
1e@ SA 
he se 


PRESIDENT. 


8 } 
> jereu. 


That has already been 


ry m RUSK. I should have voted against this 
tio sition at any rate, believing it entirely use- 
quest ss to add to our expenditure and delay other 
nstruct ecessary printing. But when I learn that the 
Pup nony upon Ww hich the papers were founded is 
lar. | ft ont. I certainly cannot be guilty of such 
have s injost ice towards this officer, who seems to 
lhe hon. he Saiee by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
ult tha iting part of the proceedings before the com- 
Perh ity and leaving out the testimony. I cannot 
part sent to publishing only that objectionable mat- 
States vr which | understand the Senator from New 
everything H mpshire to desire to spread out before the 
ated large intry, certainly not for the information of the 
n tho 8 untry. The ordinary number—some three hun- 
art of the ired copies—hav® already been printed for the use 
r the pr ftheSenate. I do not wish the inflammable mat- 
e tha ter to which the Senator alludes sent out as part 
Jaim wh nd parcel of the proceedings, for | consider that 
this document will be infammabié matter without 

suming that 


the testimony upon which the findings of the court 


t questions, were made. 





ew Ha Mr. HALE. The Senator from Texas misun- 
IS perfec! aty lerstands me entirely if he understood me as as- 
UH to in- sailing any Officer. I stated expressly that I 
ese papers would not state my opinion on the merits of the 
uch ar case one way or the other. 

otiicers Mr. RUSK. Did not the Senator say that he 
to that jesired to place before the country the construc- 
the we placed upon the law by the Secretary of the 
ms: a Navy? 
ung a Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

ed Mr. RUSK. If that is not conveying an insin- 
° f the ; ation against an officer, 1 misunderstand lan- 
ot tne ruage, 

pro Mr. HALE. I think the Senator will be at a | 
ng . yw ss to find for whom censure is intended or im- 
tO 100K De P ed. I said that here was the construction 
lon, and h I understood the Secretary of the Navy to 
bot percent ton the administration of that part of the law. 
for the ex l carefully avoided expressing any opinion, and, 
rred on this indeed, | cannot say that I have any opinion on 
ent of the the "merits of the particular controversy involved 
uld - . usecase. I only say that the Senate should 
— Ciaersally on the matter. I have no interest 
os this matter. I have no friend involved in it | 
printe at all. 
inform | ro Mr. MANGUM. This is a very small mat- | 
t my jud: ‘er. Tam opposed to the publication of this addi- 
ery * onal number of copies of this document, and I 
ited Si wish to call the attention of the Senate to the his- |, 
nited | 


tory of the Committee on Printing. Sir, that 
committee was raised for the purpose of diminish- 

Se ing unnecessary and extravagant expenditure in 
y inlbeioages rezard to the public printing; and the first year it 


ny oOpinlor 


harge ‘a Was in operation, of an equal session with the 
m ot Ses 

an ton preceding of the same length, the expendi- 

evidenct 


ture for the public printing was reduced from 
$39,000 to $14,000. I regret to see that we are 
running into ancient extravagance. I think we 
ought to adhere to the recommendation of the 
committee in most cases, especially when they re- 
‘ase to publish additioaiil numbers of these docu- 

ents. We print a vast deal of matter here that 
is of no interest to anybody. As far as is ne- 
‘essary for our legislation here, we have already 
printed the usual number of these documents. On | 


fe to know 
hed. I car 


hh frgm te 


sed to pur 
ul] to be lel 
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questions of this sort, involving flogging in the 
Navy and discipline generally, it may be a desire 
to scatter such a document in some portions of 
the country to produce agitation and to annoy 
Senators with petitions on the subject of which 
the petitioners know very little practic ally lL hope 
the Senate will refuse the printing of these addi- 
tional copies. 
The resolution was rejected. 


NAVY-YARD AT SAN FRANCISCO. 

On the motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill to establish a navy-yard and depot 
on the Bay of San Francisco, in California, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. BADGER stated that his object in calling 
for the consideration of this bill was, that he might 
have the opportunity to submit several amend- 
ments for the purpose of having them printed. 

The amendments having been submitted, 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to call up the bill 
to provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of 
claims of American citizens for spoliations com- 
mitted by the French prior to the 31st day of July, 
1801, for the purpose of making it a special order 
for some future day. I gave 
reported the bill, that I should propose 
some day assigned for its tal consideration. 
It is a matter of so great importance that I think 
it should be taken up now for the purpose | have 
indicated. 

Mr. RU Sk. I think our experience with re- 
gvard to the assignment of a particular day for the 
consideration of matters which Senators desire to 
be madespecial orders, shows thatthe effect is to de- 
lay them and our other business also. It promotes 
debate much more when bills come up out of their 
regular order. 1 think every one will agree with 
me, that the result has been as I have stated; and 
I hope, therefore, the motion may not prevail. I 
shall vote against it. 

Mr. WALKER. I entertain the same opinion 
with regard to the assignment of particular days 
for the consideration of parue ular bills, which the 
honorable Senator from Texas has expressed. | 
do not intend to ask for the assignment of any 
partic ular day for the consideration of any meas- 
ure in which I am particularly interested. [ am 
willing thatany bill, in which my State is special- 
ly interested, shall take its recular turn on the 
Calendar; and if it gets no action, I am willing to 
let it take its chance in its order. There are indi- 
vidual States which are as much interested in the 
passage of other bills as the claimants for indem- 
nity for French spoliations are for the passage of 
this bill, and the representatives of these States 
may, W ith as much propriety, ask that their favor 
ite measures shall be set down as special orders 
as these claimants. I hope we have got through 
with special orders. I agree with the Senator from 
Texas, that special orders provoke debate. Mem- 
bers come here prepared to make speeches, and 


0 


notice, at the time I 
to have 
spec 


| their speeches touch somebody who feels bound 


to reply, and that reply begets another, and so the 
debate is continued for along time. I hope this 
bill will not be made a special order, and that no 
other special order will be made. 

Mr. BRADBURY. This bill is certainly one 
of very great importance. It is one upon which 
| suppose every Senator will desire to be called to 
vote, and my purpose in making ita special order 
was, that we might know beforehand when the 
subject was to come before us for consideration. 
It is usual to sive some consideration of this kind 
to bills of so much importance, involving so much 
general interest. I believe it will not lead to any 
increase of debate; but, on the contrary, that de- 
bate will thereby be lessened. I hope, therefore, 
that the Senate will agree to the motion. 

Mr. GWIN. Itis because this isa bill of creat 
importance that I am opposed to making it a spe- 
cial order. |] am anxious to take up the ¢ ‘alen- 
dar, and to clear it of all bills as they stand there 
in regular succession. I wish to proceed with the 
business of the Senate, and | feel assured that by 
refusing to make this a special order, and proceed - 
ing with the Calendar, we shall accelerate busi- 
ness; because gentlemen understanding that to be 
the rule will push the business, in order that the 


particular bills in which they have an interest may | 
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be reached at an earlier day. I have no desire to 
delay action upon bill. On the contrary, I 
agree with the Senator from Maine that this bill is 
one importance, and 

acte e Upon as early as posxible. 
will ‘ 


act this 


| wish to have it 
But this | think 


rrealt 


e 


est attained by permitting the bill to re- 
tain its present place « n the C ilendar, while at the 
same time great advantage will result to the busi- 
ness of the Senate cenerally by adopung that 
course. 

Mr. BADGER. Every day furnishes addi 
tional evidence of the propriety of an amendment 
to the rules of the Senate, which | submitted last 

ession of Congress, and that is, thatal queslions 
in relauuon to the taking up of bills should be de- 
cided wit! out debate. Now , all that | ask of ren- 
tlemen do not let us consume the whole day 
in debating whether we will take up this bil ; 

Mr. BORLAND. I think if nothing else had 
ever been said against this practice of making spe 
cial assignments, there is one argument which 
ought to be conclusive against it. “That argument 
has been repeated so often, that it has now become 


pertectly tamiliar to every 
and it is, 


Sena e 
many Line 
has been consumed on the question of taking 1 

bills than 


member of the . 


that in very mstances, more 


has been consumed on the merits of the 
bills themselves, and the question of their passage. 
For that reason, I think that th 
tinuing such a course 


Senate. And, 


i@ lmpoiicy ot 


be deni 


con- 
must mstrated to the 


Sir, there is 


another matler which 
[ would mention as a reason why this practice of 
making s recial orders has vpeenh resorted to, al d 
thus far sustained. | know of no other reason 
that is usually assigned for making such disposi 
uuon of a bill, than that it has some special merit 
over other bills, and on that ground prec edence 1s 
claimed for it. | suppose, however, that there is 
no Senator who brings forward a bill here who 
does not consider it as of sufficient importance to 
claim the speedy attention of the Se nate Now, 
sir, there are between fifty and one hundred im 
portant bills before the Senate at this time, and yet 


matters which I certainly do not consider of much 
importance, have been made speci 
day has been 
advantage 


al orders, and a 
assigned to each of them. And what 
rain by this? Wecertainly gai 
nothing in of the if we 
take equally and fairly measures which 
brought forward by Senators on this floor. 
as my short experience has tat eht me, l 
isfied that this course of makin 
delayed the 
done nothing to advance 
ticular Bill, the 
tended to promote. 
much time Ww 
mere discussion of whether we 

The amendment,to which theS 
Carolina alluded, 


do we 
favor 


parucular bill, e are to 


the are 
So tar 
am sat- 
orders | 
the Senate, while it 
the ss of the p 
furtherance which it w 

Here isan illustration: 
e lost here this morning, in the 
wilt up a bill? 

ator from North 
was not adopted —— 


ry special as 


business of nas 
pre re 
of iS in- 


have 


ake 


Mr. BADGER. | know it was not. 

Mr. BORLAND. And I have made these re- 
marks to strengthen the remark made by that Sen- 
ator, and with the view of putting a stop, if pos- 
sible, to the practice of mi iking special orders, 

Mr. BELL. I have one ail that I wish to 
say, not upon this ee ause by pariia- 
mentary law it Is not a debatable question, and I 


deny that any gentleman is able to show any par- 
liamentary law, anything than 
practice which hi is grown up in this body, to war- 
rant any debate upon this question. I never knew 
in my experience in the other House, that debate 
could be extended further, reneral con- 
sent, than priority 
any bill, to give him the opportunity of stating 
be taken up out of its 
member 
of order for him to 


or more a loose 


except by 
when a member desired to give 
Lo 
his re: isons why it should 
regular order. If another 
upon the question, it was out 
proceed, except by This dis- 
cussion is clearly out of order, and it is clearly 
out of the indulgence of the body that such a prac- 
tice has grown up. I know it ts very difficult for 
you, Mr. President, to restrain members when 
many desire to e xpress their sentiments and opin- 
ions for or against a proposition of this kind; but 
I must maintain that it now out of Sie I 
have not said anything except in vindication of 
what I consider to be the parliamentary order of 
the body. If Senators to indulge in 
licentious debate of this description, it istheir own 
fault, but it is out of order. 

Mr. BADGER. Following the example of my 
friend who has just taken his seat, and endeavoring 


up 
i 


rose to speak 


reneral consent. 


sO 


18 


choose a 
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to add some reasons to those offered by the honor- 
able Senator from Arkansas why the amendment of 
the rules which | proposed should have been 
adopted, I will not say a word about this propo- 
My friend thinks he has escaped all the 
difficulty of an irregular debate, because he has 
piade a speech, and did not say one word upon 
the question before the Senaie. [Laughter.| Now, 
I will follow his example, because | know I shall 
then be in order; for he says it is out of order to 
speak upon the question before the Senate, and 
you avoid all difficulty by speaking upon ques- 
tions not under consideration by this body. I 
will follow that example, and in the first place, | 
beg to suggest to the Senate that our rules specify 
the quesuons which shall be decided without de- 
bate, and that 1do not know any other parlia- 
mentary body whose rules can add to the number 
of uniebatable questions in this body; and every 
question, which is not by a rule of the Senate, or 
by the long and well-established usage of the Sen- 
ate—which supplies the place of an express rule— 


SilioOn. 


declared to be not debatable, is of course deba- 
table. The right of debate exists in every case, 
except when itis excluded by an express rule. 

Now, when my friend speaks of ‘* licentious 
debate’”’ here, I take occasion to say, that though 
such debate may exist in other bodies, it is totally 
unknow n here. 

I wish to say, that from the little experience we 
have had to-day, added to the days upon days 
and weeks upon weeks that have been consumed, 
during the five years that I have had the honor of 


serving in this body, mm determining whether we | 


should take up one question or another in order to 
give it precedence over some other, I am induced 


to hope that some gentleman of greater powers of 


pursuasion than 1 possess may yet introduce a 
a rule which will declare that the question of pri- 
ority shall be decided without debate. ‘This ques- 
tion ought to have been decided long since, one way 
or the other. If | may be pardoned for the sug- 
gestion, | will say that I see no impropriety in 
giving precedence to claims of this sort to which 
this bill refers. They are of half a century’s 
standing, and have been discussed and rediscussed 
in both branches of Congress for twenty-five 
years, and the most able reports have been repeat- 
edly made upon them in both Houses of Congress, 
uniformly favorable. The bill has once passed 
both Houses of Congress, authorizing their pay- 
ment, and it was rejected by the Executive for 
three reasons, one of which was, that we were at 
war, and notin a situation to pay our debts. That 
reason has passed away. We have, according to 
a report made at the beginning of the session, a 
surplus of twenty millions of dollars, and | think 
this is a very good time to bring forward these 
claims and pass them, and show that the reason 
given before was true, that we needed the money 
tor fighting and could not pay our debts; but that 
we now have it, and will apply it to satisfy just 
demands. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on post- 
poning the special order. 

Mr. BORLAND. On that question lask the 
yeas and nays. 

' The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. By yourkindness, Mr. Pres- 
ident, L have been allowed to take from your table 
the list of the present special orders, and by that 
list I find, first of all, the bill offered by the Sena- 
ator from Lowa, [Mr. Jones,] in relation to a grant 
of lands for the making of a railroad in that State. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘That is the unfinished 
business. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir, it was a special or- 
der, and became the unfinished business. Next 
we have a resolution, offered by a gentleman who 
is no longer a member of this body—a very prac- 
tical resolution, sir, [a laugh]—the resolution of- 
fered by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Foore,| on the subject of the compromise. The 
next isa bill to improve the navigation of the 
Upper Mississippi; and then another, in the shape 
ofa joint resolution in regard to the printing of 
Seventh Census. Now these subjects have all been 
wrested from their order onthe Calendar,and made 
special orders. I think that my friend from Ar- 
kansas, [Mr. Bortanp,] as well as my friend who 
sits before me, [Mr. Waxker,] both favored the 
propositions, making them special orders. 

Mr. WALKER. You are wrong in that sup- 
position. 
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Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from Wisconsin | 
says lam wrong. It may be so, but such was 
my impression. At all events, I think that those 
who are so devoted to the measure for giving away 
two millions of acres of the public land, will not 
deny to this class of claims which, as the Senator 
from North Carolina has truly said, have been of 
more than half a century standing, the right of be- 
ing placed in an equally favorable position. Ithink, 
too, that those who have aided in this bill—and the 
thing is not alone, nor are those special orders with- 
out their particular friends, and [ think that the 
early improvement of the navigation of the Upper 
Mississippi, and the question of the printing of the 
Seventh Census, are subjects of importance—may 
be expected to join in giving to this measure a 
place on the Calendar, which shall only ask the 
action of the Senate affirmatively or negatively, 
so that if adopted it may go to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and be there adopted or rejected, as 
that body may decide. I have been one of a small 
minority of the whole Senate who have from time 
to time urged an adherence to the Calendar, so 
that all business may come up in its order, and 
on this question | have been voted down on every 
occasion; and I now ask, and I trust that | may 
ask with some confidence, those Senators who 
have obtained their special orders to allow this 
question to have a position equally favorable with 
their own. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to add to the re- 
marks of my colleague, the statement that this 
bill stands next—or nearly next—ou the Calendar 
to the bill granting lands to the State of lowa, so 
that, had that bill not been made a special order, 
this one would have followed almost immediately 
aiterwards, and it would be doing no more than 
the same measure of justice that has been done to 
that bill, to make it a special order. It would 
come up at an early day, without any assignment; 
but we wish to see this bill taken up and aeted 
upon, if possible, on the first day that it may be 
brought before the Senate for consideration. It is 
not my purpose to consume a long time in the 
consideration of this bill, and for that reason I 


| thought it might be deemed proper to have a day 


designated for it, so that we might have a full 


Senate, and have .t disposed of without unneces- | 


sary consumption of time. 
Mr. BORLAND. In response to the Senator 
from Maine, with regard to the order of business 


on the Calendar, | desire to call attention to the | 


Calendar, by which it will be perceived that the 


bill granting land to the State of Iowa, to aid in | 


the construction of a railroad, is number one, and 
in the order of business is number twenty-two; 
that to provide for the ascertainment and satisfac- 
tion of claims for spoliations by the French, is 
number fifty-nine in the order of business, and 
number sixty-four in the order of bills presented 
to the Senate. The bill granting land to lowa 


stands at the head of the list, where it stood at the | 


beginning of the session. 

Mr. HALE. 
separate myself from the friends of this measure 
on the question now before the Senate. I have 
uniformly voted for the bill, and shall continue to 
do so; for I believe it is one of the few cases in 
which [ can honestly vote money out of the 
Treasury, beeause I think it is to pay honest 
debts. But I shall vote against the motion to take 
up the bill out of its order, for the reason given by 
the honorable Senator from Maine; for | de not 
want to put it in the same company with the res- 


olution offered by the Senator from Mississippi, | 


{Mr. Foorr,} nor the one relating to the printing 


of the Census, and other measures, which have | 


been made special orders. I have very rarely 


voted to make special orders; I have contended |' 


with the Senator from Maine, in a small minority 
to enforce the rules, and adhere to the Calendar. 
1 shall vote against all special orders, and if the 
Senate will vote with me, | will vote to lay all bills 


on the table till they are reached in their regular | 
W hen this bill comes up, | will give itall | 
the support I can, but I cannot vote to take it up | 


order. 


out of its order. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 


I suppose, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that there is no more decided enemy to these 
French spoliation claims than I am; but the cour- 
tesy which is asked by the advoeates of this bill 
is one which / feel bound to concede to them. I | 
wish them to have an opportunity, at an early | 
) day, of trying the strength of this measure; and || the Appendix. 


B 


It is with great reluctance that I 


E 


| is now sick. 


——— = Baa 27, 
in view of its magnitude, and the lene : 
that it has been pending, I shall vote f, 
up now, in order that that dispositio 
made of it which is asked for. 

The question was taken upon the moti 
up the bill, and resulted—yeas 26 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Berrien, Bradbor, 
Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dodge of Wisconsin ane 
Iowa, Downs, Felch, Fish, Foot, Hamlin, Janes 
lowa, Jonesof Tennessee, Maliory, Miller, Pearee. « ‘ 
Soule, Spruance, Sumner, Upham, and Wade—o¢ — 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Clemens, p 
Douglas, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Hunter, King, 
Manguin, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, 
comb—17. 


th of time 
rT taking It 
Q may be 


on to take 
’ nays 17: ag 


Dodge of 
’ Jones of 


Dawson, 
i MeR 10, 
Walker, and Whit. 


So the motion to take up the bill was agreed to 

Mr. BRADBURY. I now move to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill til] the first 
Monday of February next, at one o’clock, and {) at 
it be made the special order for that day, 7 

Mr. FELCH. ] would suggest to the Senator 
from Maine to postpone it for a longer period, 

Mr. BORLAND. There is another special 
der appointed for that day. 

Mr. FELCH. One of the members of the 
committee, I believe, wishes to make a minority 
report. I refer to the Senator from Indiana, w 


or- 


ho 
I would, therefore, suggest the third 
Monday in February. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Michigan make a motion to that effect? 

Mr. FELCH. 1 will make that motion, 

The PRESIDENT. The question will first be 
taken on the longest day. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


| postpone the further consideration of the bill til} 
| the third Monday in February; and it was decided 
| in the affirmative. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the unfinished business 
of the preceding day, the pending question being 
on the amendment offered by M¥. Unperwoop to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands to the ‘bill granting the right of 
way and making a grant of land to the State of 
lowa, in aid of the construction of certain railroads 
in said State.”’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. I was not present yesterday 
when this amendment was offered, nor had | the 
good fortune to hear the speech of the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.} If 
I understand the amendment it is to propose an 
equal distribution of the public lands among all 
the States of the Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It proposes a pro rata 
distribution among States which have not received 
public lands, according to the population, toa 
certain extent. All the States omitted in that 
amendment which I offered have received a larger 
portion than the States provided for in the amend- 
ment. They area great deal in advance of the 
other States already in the amount they have re- 
ceived, and in order to make the amount given to 
the States named in the amendment equal to that 
received by the new States, not mentioned in the 


I ask the yeas and nays 


| amendment, I propose to give about 14,500,000 


acres to the States which I have named in my 


| amendment; the other States having received much 


more. 

Mr. HUNTER. I merely rise to state that I 
shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky, although I shall vote against the bil, 
whether that amendment is adopted or not. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I wish to make an inquiry 
of the Senator from Kentueky, and that is, why he 
has left out of his amendment the State of Texas‘ 
She has never received any of the public lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will state the reason, 
for the satisfaction of the Senator from Missout, 
which operated upon me in doing so. I thought 
that the grant of $10,000,000 to the State of Texas, 
and the further grant of thirty thousand square 
miles of land, which she did not own, was a grea 
deal more to Texas in land, and money too, than 


| we ever could expect to get for the old States, from 


| 


any portion of the public lands. That is the ree 
son why I leftitout. [{Laughter.) ; 

Mr. Sumwer addressed the Senate, in favor o 
the bill. A report of his speech will be found in 
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